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The TAIAD Dar. 


C ARCE had the Sun ap- 
pear d, when Urania and Feli. 
cia, being inform'd that Beliſa 
Was up and ready to depart, 
l repair'd to them; Thelamont and 
l Orophanes did the ſame: Beliſa 
and Julia not having ſuffer'd that Camila and 
Florinda ſhould be wak'd, thoſe two beautiful 
Ladies ſaw them not before they went. Urania 
and Felicia renew'd the aſſurances of their 
Friendſhip with Julia and Beliſa, who join'd 
in entreating they would not be abſent at the 
Ceremony of the Marriage, which was to put. 
Orſames in undoubted Poſſeſſion of all he 
wiſh'd. It being then Thurſday, they 
agreed on ſetting out on the Sunday follow= 
ig. 7 helamont and Orſames had e 
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ſo prodigious a Liking to each other, that it 


was not without the utmoſt Difficulty on both 


ſides that they ſeparated, tho*-fer ſo ſhort 

time, and each blels'd with the Society 9 
what they thought moſt valuable in the World, 
Urania, Felicia, and Orophaues, | Very much Ca- 
reſs d the melancholy Arimont; but at length 
this charming Company divided themſelves, 


promiſing to meet again foon: Uravia, and her 


Friends, follow'd them as long as they could 
with their Eyes ; and when they had loſt fight 
of them, return'd to their Apartments. "Tho' 
it was ſtill early, the Ladies went not to Bed 
again: Urania taking this opportunity for Wri- 


ting, went into her Cloſet, where Thelamont 
follow'd her, glad to lay hold of this oppor- 


tunity of entertaining her alone. It is a great 
Affliction, Madam, (ſaid he) to ſee others over- 
come all Obſtacles, and arrive at Happineſs, 


while I alone am in Uncertainty——Oh ! 
too diſcreet Urania, had you that juſt Senſi- 


bility which my Paſſion merits, you would 
make me no longer envy the Fate of Orſames. 


Unkind Thelamont! (reply'd ſhe) you ſpeak as 
tho* you know not I bear at leaſt an equal 


ſhare in your Misfortune: but we muſt leave 
the Relief of it to Time I cannot bring my- 
| ſelf to do any thing to the Prejudice of my 
Glory; Geronte is of an Age proper to inſpire 
Reſpect and Veneration—He has brought me 
up—I am oblig'd to him for an Education 


that diſtinguiſhes me in the World; —my Fa- 
ther dying, ſubjected me to him, and his laſt 


Commands muſt be facred to me——content 
yourſelf with the Aſſurance I give you, that 


J neither can, nor will be any one's but yours; 
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T have already promis'd you, and now confirm 
it with an Oath——ſhow therefore no fur- 
ther marks of an Impatience, which may make 


me believe that you are not certain of con- 
tinuing Faithful, or that you ſuſpe& me of In- 
conſtancy. I know you too well (anſwer'd he) 


to have any ſuch Apprehenſions, and my 
Paſſion has, by your unequall'd Merits, too 
ſolid a Foundation for any thing to eraſe it 
but, Madam ! is it not natural to wiſh to be 
compleatly happy? I allow it is (anſuer d ſbe) 
neither wou'd I prevent your deſiring it, but 


only to have Patience. I am now going to 


write to Geronte, I am ſurpriz'd I have not 
heard from him, he does not uſe to let me be 


eaſy ſo long; perhaps he's ſick, and if ſo, you 


know my Preſence is abſolutely neceſſary at 
his Houſe : I want to learn the Reaſon of his 


Silence, if it is occaſion'd either by the re- 
turn of his Reaſon, or Death, I will not one 


moment defer my Marriage with you. Thela- 
mont appear d ſatisfied with this tender Pro- 


teſtation, and after having, in the moſt paſ- 


ſtonate manner, expreſs'd his grateful Senſe of 


it, he withdrew, to leave her at liberty to 


write. He found Orophanes and Felicia in Ca- 


milla's and Florinda's Apartment, rallying 
them agreably for their Lazineſs: Tis true, 
(ng Camilla) it has got the better of ous. 


ivility, and I ſhall never forgive myſelf for 
not bidding adieu to Beliſa. I was in hopes 
(added Florinda) that Urania would have let 
us know before they went, or elſe I had not 
lain ſo long. She would have call'd you (ſaid 
Thelamont) if Beliſa had not hinder'd her, ſo 
you have nothing to reproach her with on that 
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account: but remember (added Orophanes) | 


not to be ſo ſleepy on Sunday Morning, when 
we are to go to Beliſa's———a Wedding is 


worth riſing an hour ſooner for,  efpecially 


when it 1s like to be a happy one. It muſt be 
own'd (ſaid Felicia) that there are but few fo, 


and if one did but refle& before entring into 


that Engagement, one ſhould dread doing it: 
tis nevertheleſs, in that (anſuer d Thelamont) 
the Happineſs of our Lives conſiſts; and I 
can't comprehend how it is, that it brings with 
it ſo much Trouble and Perplexity. Tis the 
fault of the Ladies, (ſaid Orophanes ;) when 


they are only Lovers, they preſerve an Air of 
Authority, Which keeps Men within their Du- 


ty ; but when they are Wives, they become ſo 
ſubmiſſive, that they loſe all their Power, and 
give us but too much over them. You think 
that you are in jeſt, (interrupted. Felicia; ) but 


whether you will or no, you ſpeak Truth; Wo- 


men. are unhappy -only when they are too 
good. That is not always ſo, (ſaid Camilla 


laughing) I believe we are ſometimes in fault, 


and that it is not always the Husbands who are 
the Aggreſſors. As ſhe ſpoke, Lranin enter'd; 
I think (ſaid ſhe) you make but an ill uſe of the 
fineſt Morning that ever was. We can do no- 
thing without you; (reply'd Camilla.) ' You are 
too obliging, (reſum'd Urania) I wiſh I could 
in return find new Pleaſures for you every day. 
THEN ſhe ask d them if they had any Com- 
mands to Paris, for ſhe had a Servant ready to 
receive them. The two beautiful Couſins 
thank'd her, but aſſur'd her, that when they 
follow'd her, they had left nobody behind 


them dear enough to be enquired after. Our 
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Friends (continu'd Camilla) know we are with 
you; and ſince you have given them leave to 


come to us, *tis their buſineſs to lay hold of 


ſuch a Favour, or elſe not expect to hear from 
us. If fo (aid Urania) I beg the Favour of 
Thelamont to give Orders that my Meſſenger 
may ſet out; and if you'll follow my Advice, 
well take a turn. in the Wood till dinner-time. 
Accordingly the Company went thither, and 
Thelamont having join'd them, the Converſa- 
tion was renew'd with its accuſtom*d Vivacity. 
Orophanes told Urania, that while ſhe was Wri- 
ting they had been taking norice of the little 


Agreement in Marriages; the Meaning of it 


(ſaid Thelamont) muſt certainly be, becauſe 
Love has generally the leaſt part in making 

them. Intereſt and Policy being the only 
things conſulted, "tis no wonder that the 
Victims of ſuch motives diſagree among them- 


ſelves. What Thelamont ſays (reply*d Felicia) 
is very true, yet People that marry purely 


through Love, are alſo frequently Unhappy.—If 
Love wou'd laſt, how charming would be the 
Tye !——but Men are Inconſtant, and Wo- 
men Coquets——both grow tired with pleaſ- 
ing but one Body, and the gay roving Soul 
is impatient for new Conqueſts.—Firſt comes 
Indifference, Diſguſt ſoon follows, and we 
repent of having enter'd into. Engagements 
which we ouce thought our greateſt Happi- - 
neſs. This is a melancholy Deſcription of 


| Marriage (ſaid Orophanes) and if we were to 


believe Felicia, we would never marry, ſince 


the Bleſſing we propoſe by it is of ſo ſhort a 


Continuance. What I have aſſerted (anſwer'd 


he) is in general; but as I know ſome Perſons 
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incapable of Change, I will except them; but 


they are ſo few, that I believe I have advanc'd 


.nothing but what I ſhall have too great a 
number of Vouchers of. I am of Pelicia's 
Opinion (aid Florinda) and I can give you 
a little Hiſtory of an unhappy Marriage, tho? 


ee on Merit, and the tendereſt Af- : 
ection; *tis of the Princeſs de Ponthieu, 1 


have taken it from an antient Manuſcript, and 


as the Surprize pleas'd me, it being written as 
a Truth, I took the pains to put it into a 


more. familiar Language, which will facilitate 
my telling it you. zomp 
that Florinda had a natural Eloquence, and an 
. improv'd, begg' d her 
to begin it, ſince they might, without inter- 
ruption, liſten to her till dinner. She made 
no ſeruple of complying with their Requeſt, 
and every body being ſeated, ſhe thus began. 


CAT 


The Hliſtory ＋ the Princeſs de 
ee Nd 


A MON G all the great Families which 
1 flouriſhd in Hance, in the Reign of 


Philip the Firſt, the Count de St. Paul and 


the Count de Ponthieu were the moſt diſtin- 


guiſh'd; but eſpecially the Count de Ponthieu, 


who poſſeſſing. a great Extent of Dominion, 
maintain d the Title of a Sovereign with in- 


conceivable Magnificence. He was aWidower, 
and had an only Daughter, whoſe Wit and 


Beauty, 
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Beauty, ſupported by the ſhining Qualities 
of her Father, made his Court Polite and 
Sumptuous, and had attracted to it the braveſt 
Chevaliers of that Age. The Count de St. Paul 
had no Children but a Nephew, Son of his 
Siſter, by the Sieur La. Domar, who was 
the only Heir of his Title and Poſſeſſions. 
This Expectation was, for the preſent, his 
only Fortune; but Heaven having form'd him 
to pleaſe, he might be ſaid to be one of them 
whoſe intrinſick Worth is ſufficient to render 
'em ſuperior to the reſt of Mankind: Cou- 
rage, Wit, and a good Mien, together with 
a high Birth, made ample atonement for his 
want of Riches. This young Cavalier having 
made himſelf to be taken notice of by the 
Count de Ponthieu in a Tournament, where he 
had all the Honour; he conceiv'd ſo great an 
Eſteem for him, that he invited him to his 
Court. The conſiderable Advantages he of- 
fer'd him there, were ſo much above what 
the Count de St. Paul's Nephew could for 
the preſent expect, that he embraced the Pro- 
poſals he made him with pleaſure, and the 
Count thought himſelf happy in having pre- 
vail'd on him to ſtay with him. Thibault, for 
ſo Hiſtory calls this young Cavalier, was no 
ſooner at Court, than the Beauty of the - 
Princeſs inſpired him with Admiration, which 
was ſoon ripen'd into Love; and it was but 
in vain that his Reaſon oppos'd, in repre- 
ſenting how little he was in a Condition to 
make any ſuch Pretences Love is not to be 
controll'd it is not to be repell'd 


But in ſome meaſure to puniſh his Temerity, 
he condemn'd himſelf to an eternal Silence: 
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yet, tho' his Tongue was mute, the Princeſs, 


who had as great a ſhare of Senſibility as 
Beauty, ſoon perceiv'd the Effect of her 


Charms written in his Eyes, and imprinted 
in all his Motions, and, in ſecret, rejoic'd 
at the Conqueſt ſhe had gain'd. But the 
ſame Reaſons which oblig'd Thibault: to con- 
ceal his Sentiments, prevented her from making 
any diſcovery of hers, and 'twas only by the 
Language of their Glances, that they told 
Flame. 

AS at that time there were great Numbers 


each other that they burn'd with a mutual | 


of Sovereign Princes, there were very often 


Wars between them; and as the Count de Pon- 
thicu had the greateſt Extent of Land, ſo he 
was the moſt expos'd : but Thibault by his 


Courage and Prudence render'd him fo formi- 


dable to his Neighbours, that he both enlarg'd 
his Dominions, and made the Poſſeſſion of 
them ſecure. Theſe important Services ad- 
ded to that Eſteem the Count and Princeſs had 


for him before; but at laſt, a ſignal Victory 


which he gain'd, and which was of the utmoſt 
conſequence to the Count, carried the Grati- 
tude of that Prince to ſuch a height, that in 
the middle of his Court, and among the joy- 
ful Acclamations of the People, he embrac'd 
that young Hero, and begg'd him to demand a 


Reward for his great Services; aſſuring him, 


that did he ask the half of his Dominions, he 
ſhould think himſelf happy in being able to 
give a Mark of his Tenderneſs and Gratitude. 
Thibault, who had done nothing but with a 
View of rendering himſelf worthy of owning 
that Paſſion, he ſo long and painfully had con- 
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ceal'd, encouraged by ſuch generous Offers; 
chrew himſelf at the feet of the Count, an- 
ſwering him, that his Ambition was entirely 
ſatisfied in having been able to do him ſervice; 
but that he had another Paſſion more difficult 
to be pleaſed, and that it was which begg'd 
a boon of him, on which depended the whole 
felicity of his Life. The Count preſs'd him to 


an Explanation of theſe words, and ſwore to 


him by the faith of a Knight, an Oath inviola- 
bly ſacred in thoſe times, that. there was no- 
thing in his power he would refuſe him. This 
Promiſe entirely recovering the trembling 
Lover from that confuſion which the fears that 
accompany that Paſſion had involv'd him in, I 
preſume then, my Lord, (ſaid he) to beg, I 
may have leave to declare mylelt the Prin- 
ceſs's Knight, and that I may ſerve and adore 
her in that Quality. Iam not ignorant, (conti- 
ned he) of the Temerity of my Wiſhes, but 
if a Crown be wanting to deſerve her, let me 
fatter myſelf with the hope that this Sword, 


already ſucceſsful over your Enemies, may one 
day, enforced by Love, make my Fortune 


worthy of the Glory to which I aſpire. The 
Joy which appear'd in the Face of the Count 
at this demand, would be impoſſible to repre- 
ſent : he rais*'d Thibault, and again tenderly 
embracing him, My Son, (aid he, for fo hence- 
forth I call you) I pray Heaven to diſpoſe my 


Daughter to receive your Vows as favourably 


as I ſhall ſatisfy them. He took him by the 
Hand with theſe words, and led him to the 
Princeſs's Apartment; Daughter, (faid he) ag 


I have nothing ſo dear to me as yourſelf, you 
alone can recompence the obligations I have to 


this 


=. 
this young Warrior the Reſpect he has for 
you, makes him deſire only to be entertain'd as 


your Knight; but I come to let you know, 1 


| would have you receive him as your Husband, 
The Princeſs bluſhing, caſt down her Eyes; 
bur being commanded to reply, ſhe confeſs'd 


the Choice he had made for her was agreeable 


to her Inclinations, and that it was with 
pleaſure ſhe ſubmitted to her Father's Will. 


Thibault thank'd the kind conceſſion in terms 
that teſtified his exceſs of Tranſport. The 


Count perceiving their mutual Wiſhes, ſuffer- 
ed them not to languiſh in expectation of a 
Bleſſing he had reſolv'd on; but gave imme- 
diate Orders for the Marriage-preparations, 


and a few days after it was celebrated with the 


Magnificence the occaſion deſerv'd. men, in 
agreement with Love, only rendred their 
Flames more laſting : poſſeſſion was ſo far 
from extinguiſhing em, that it ſeem'd to be 
the Torch which kindled them. The Count 


was charm'd with the happy Union he ſaw 
between. them, and his heart could ſcarce de- 


cide which moſt he lov'd, bis own Daughter or 
 Son-in-law. | | 


- TWO Years paſs'd away without any other 


interruption of their Joy, than the want of 


Heirs; and tho' that no way diminiſhed their 


Love, yet they thought its perfection conſiſted 
in having firſt this Idea, which beginning to give 
Thibault ſome uneaſineſs, made him reſolve on a 


Progreſs to St. James of Galicia: that Age was 


not corrupted as this is, the Heroes ſought as 
much to ſhow their Pzety, as their Courage; and 
what wonid now be thought a weakneſs, at 
that time gave a greater Luſtre to — 
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It was not ſurpriſing therefore to ſee the 
valiant Thibault rake a reſolution of going to 
Compoſtella; but the Princeſs not being able to 


bear à ſeparation from ſo dear a Husband, 


would needs accompany him, and join her 
Vows with his; his unbated Affection for her 


made him receive the Propoſal with joy, and 
the Count de Ponthieu, always ready to oblige 


him, ordered an Equipage to be got ready, 


worthy of thoſe illuſtrious Pilgrims, being 


willing that they ſhould be well enough ac- 
companied to. prevent any accident during their 
Journey. They ſet out, and the hope of ſeeing 
them again in a little time, leflened the 


Count's Affliction at the Separation. 


THE got ſafe to a little Village within a 
day's Journey of Compoſtella; there Thibault 
ſtopt, to-reſt the Princeſs : and the next day, 
finding themſelves ſomewhat fatigued, he ſent 
his Attendants before him to provide for their 
coming, that they might loſe no time, retain- 
ing only his Chamberlain, When they thought 
themſelves ſufficiently repoſed, they ſet for- 
ward ; but having learned there was a dange- 


Tous place in the Foreſt through which they 


were obliged to paſs, the Prince ſent his 


Chamberlain to recall ſome of his People. 


Nevertheleſs they ſtill went on, and their ill 
Fortune engag'd em in a Road which had fo 
many croſs ways in it, that they knew not 


| which to take. The Robbers had made an 
eaſy plain Path, which led Travellers into the 


moſt intricate part of the Foreſt, getting 
numbers by this means into their power: it 
was this fatal one, the unhappy Thibault and 
his Lady imagined to be the right ; but they 
| | | C 2 =_ 
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ſoon perceiv'd their Error, when not having 


gone above two Bow-ſhots into it, they found 
it terminated in a thicket: out of which, before 
they could avoid 'em, ruſh'd eight men compleat- 


ly arm'd, and ſurrounded em, commanding 'em 


to alight. Thibault had no Arms, but his Cou- | 
rage diſdaining to yield Obedience to theſe Ruf= | 


Hans, made him anſwer in terms which let them 


fee it muſt be to their number they muſt be 


obliged to force him: one of them thinking to 
do ſo, quitting his rank, made at him with his 
Lance in reſt ; but Thibault with an admirable 


1 Dexterity avoided the Blow, and ſiez'd the 


Lance as it paſs'd him, with the Vigour of an 


arm accuſtomed to Victory: then ſeeing him- 
ſelf in a ſtate of Defence, he ſet on em with 
an heroick Fierceneſs, killing one immediately, 


and facing em all, pierced a ſecond; but in 
attacking a third, the Lance flew into a thou- 


ſand Shivers, and difabled him from reſiſting | 


farther. The remaining five encompaſſing him, 
and killing his Horſe, fez'd him; and not- 
withſtanding his Efforts, and the piercing 
Cries of the Princeſs, ſtript him, and tied him 
faſt to a Tree, not being willing to ſteep their 


Hands in the Blood of ſo brave a man. The 


heat of the Combar, and their eagerneſs in 
tearing off his rich Habit, had hindred them 
from caſting their Eyes on the Princeſs ; but 


ſhe being now left alone, ſhe appeared a more 


precious booty than what they had juſt taken. 


Love inſpires virtuous Minds with a deſire of 


doing only great and noble Actions, and in the 
Hearts of any others than theſe Barbarians, 


would have endeavourd to have inſin uated it- 


ſelf by Pity ; but that Virtue being unknown 
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to them, the Charms of this unfortunate 


Lady only redoubled their Cruelty. Their 
Fury and Brutality enflamed them—all aim'd 


at the Poſſeflion of her, and each began to 


diſpute the Privilege -of enjoying her; they 


had perhaps fought with each other, if their 
Chief had not reconciled them, by telling 
them, that after him every one of them ſhould 


have his wiſh. What a Spectacle was this 
for a Husband —— the Soul of the wretch- 
ed Thibault was torn with the moſt poinant 
Anguiſh——diftraked at not being able 
either to ſuccour, or revenge her, who was a 


thouſand times dearer to him than his Life— 
he conjured Heaven to ſtrike him dead that 
moment all that can be conceiv'd of 
Horror, of Miſery without a Name, was his. 
hut if his Deſpair was more than Words 


can repreſent, how much more ſo was that 


of the afflicted Princeſs? ——ſhe tore her 
Hair and Face, begg'd, threatned, ſtruggled, 
till her delicate Limbs had loſt the power of 


motion; fill'd all the Foreſt with her piercing 


_ Cries, without making thoſe relentleſs Mon- 
ſters recede from their deſign. Never Woman 


ſo ardently wiſh'd to be beautiful, as ſhe did 


to become deform'd, ſhe would have rejoiced 
to have had her lovely Face that moment chan- 


ged into the likeneſs of Meduſa ; but all her 


Prayers and Tears were ineffectual : Victim of 


force and rage, ſhe had undergone all the hor- 
rors of that dreadful Sacrifice, and every one 
of theſe brutal Raviſhers, had compleated their 


intent, had not a ſudden noiſe of the tram- 
pling of Horſes, and the diſtant Voices of 


Men, forced them to fly, Fear, the inſeparable 


Com- 
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Companion of villanous Actions, made them 
abandon their Prey, and make off with inſen- 


ſible ſwiftneſs, ſo that the wretched Princeſs 
ſoon loſt ſight of them; but her jirremediable 


Misfortune, too preſent to her mind, to vaniſh 


with the Authors of it, diſordered her Senſes 


ſo cruelly, that thinking herſelf become the 
ſhame of nature, and believing ſhe could no 
longer inſpire her Husband with any thing 


but contempt, fhe look*d on him as one that 
was become her cruelleſt Enemy ; witneſs of 


her Diſgrace, her troubled Imagination made 


her believe ſhe ought to free herſelf from the 


only one who had the power of publiſhing ir. 


Struck with the Idea of being unworthy 
of his Affection, all ſhe had formerly bore him 
now changed into hatred and fury; and be- 
coming as barbarous as the very Ruffians, who 
had juſt left her, ſhe ſnatch'd up one of the 


dying Villain's Swords, and ran with her Arm 
ted up to take away the Life of her wretch- | 
cd Eusband : but little accuſtomed to ſuch 


Actions, the Blow fell on the Cords which. 
bound him, and gare him liberty to wreſt the 


Weapon from her hands. He ſaw imme- 


diately into her Thoughts, and made uſe of 
Softneſs to calm the "Tempeſt of her Soul: If 


(ſaid he) you could read my Heart, you | 


would find Grief and Pity only there—— with 
what alas! can T accuſe you! —— What are 


you guilty of? —I ſtill am your Husband— 
ſtill love you with the ſame unbated Fondneſs 
am the only witneſs of your ill Fortune 


F'il hide it from the Eyes of the World, nor 
ſhall you ever be ſenſible that J myſelf re- 


member it——lſcek not therefore by a blind 


Fury 


(15 ) 
Fury to publiſh our mutual Shame—comforr 


yourſelt, and let us by Sentiments of Piety, 
endeavour to purify ourſelves from an involun- 


| tary Crime. In this manner did he talk to 


her, bur all his Love and 'Tenderneſsmade no 
impreſſion on her mind——ſhe anſwered him 
only by her endeavours to ſnatch away the 
Sword, and Rab him. Twas during this melau- 
choly Struggle that their Attendants arriv'd ; 

they had alſo loſt themſelves, and Having 
ſought their Maſter all over the Foreſt, the 
noiſe of their Horſes, tho? then at a diſtance, 
had frighted the Robbers, and ſaved the Prin- 
ceſs from further on. Y 

THIBAULT took a Cloak from one of his 

Equipage, and having mounted his diſconſo- 
late Lady on horſeback, did the ſame himſelf, 
and in a ſhort time arrive'd at Compoſtella, nei- 
ther he nor ſhe ſpeaking a Word. A. deep 
Affliction was impainted in both their Coun- 
tenances; but the Princeſs had a Wildneſs in 
her Eyes and Air, that diſcover'd the Di- 
ſtraction of her Mind. Thibault placed her in 
an Abbey, and went and proſtrated himſelf at 
the Feet of the Altars; not with the De- 


ſign he went for, but to beg of Heaven to 


enable him to undergo ſo terrible an Adven- 
ture. This Act of Piety being over, he re- 


turn'd to the Princeſs ; who remaining ſtill in 


the ſame Humour, not being able to get any 
Expreſſions from her but threats againſt bis 
Life, he took her out, and return'd with all 


Poſſible ſpeed to Ponthien, where they were re- 


ceiv'd with a Joy that they were not able to 


| partake. 


ASS 


| A LL the way on their Journey, and after 


they came home, Thibault omitted no act of 
Tenderneſs, to convince the Princeſs ſhe was 


ſill as dear to him as ever; but finding all his 
Proteſtations were in vain, and that ſhe con- 
ceal'd a Dagger in the Bed one night with an 


intent to aſſaſſinate him, he took a ſeparate 
Apartment, {till endeavouring by his Behaviour 


to her to prevent the Publick from finding out 
the Cauſe of their Diſagreement ; and he was 
the more to be pitied, becauſe he could not help 
loving her {till with the ſame Ardency as ever. 
In the mean time, the Count de Ponthieu per- 


ceiv'd there was ſomething more than ordinary 
between them, they could not hide it from his 


Penetration; Thibault was overwhelm'd with a 
ſecret Melancholy 


Words, in fine, all her Actions imply'd a 
ſtrange Alteration, and made him reſolve to 


oblige Thibault to a Diſcovery of the Cauſe. — 
He defended himſelf a long time, but being 


too cloſely preſs'd by a Prince, to whom he 


ow'd every thing, he at laſt reveal'd all the 


particulars of his Misfortune to him, and 


painted his Love, and the unjuſt Fury of the 


Princeſs in ſuch moving Colours, that the 
Count was ſo throughly affected, that he 


could ſcarce contain his Anger againſt her. 


He pitied Thibault, comforted him, and pro- 
mis d him to ſpeak to the Princeſs in a man- 


ner, which ſhould oblige her to change her Con- 


duct. Yours (ſaid he) is ſo prudent and fo 
tender, that I cannot ſufficiently admire it, 
and I hope my Daughter will not always be 
inſenſible of it, but return to her Duty. HE 


the Princeſs would be 
ſeen but rarely; her Silence, and when ſhe 
was oblig'd to ſpeak, the Incoherency of her 


=). 


: HE left him, and paſs'd to the Princeſs's 


Apartment, whom he found fitting in an Elbow- 
Chair, her Head reclind, and in the Poſture 
of one bury'd in 'Thought, her Women round 
her in a profound Silence. The Count making 
a Sign for them to withdraw ; What, Daugh- 


ter (ſaid he) will you never lay aſide this 
gloomy Melancholy which ſo much troubles 


me, and aſtoniſnes my whole Court ?———1 
know your Misfortune, your generous Huſ- 
band has juſt diſcovered it to me—I am very 
ſenſible of it, but much more ſo of his pro- 


_ ceeding ; who, notwithſtanding your blind 
| Rage, has preſerv'd ſo great a Regard for 


you, as never to complain. At theſe Words, 
the Princeſs fixing her Eyes full of Fury on the 


Face of her Father, How! (cry'd ſhe) Has 
Thibault dar d to reveal that Secret to you? 


Ah Princeſs (interrupted the Count) ſpeak with 


more moderation of a Man who adores you 


enter into yourſelt a moment, remember you 
have lov'd this Husband——that I did not 


force you to accept of him, that your Misfor- 


tune, dreadful as it is, has not impair'd his 
Eſteem; you, in return, owe him the ſame 
Affection and Confidence; I deſire it of you 
as a Friend, and demand it of you as a Pa- 
rent and a Sovereign. Make good uſe of the 


Pity that pleads in my Breaſt in your behalf. 


and dread irritating me, leſt I throw aſide 


the Father, and act wholly as a Prince. This 


Diſcourſe, ſo far from ſoftning the Princeſs, 
redoubled her Diſtraction, and ſhe diſcover'd 


ſo much rage of Temper to the Count, that 
| hedeferr'd, till a more favourable Opportunity, 
the reclaiming her. He went out, ordering 


D her 


(18) 


her to be ſtrictly guarded in her Apartment, 


and that ſhe ſhould not be ſuffer' d to have 


communication with any one but her Women ; 
and ſo returning to Thibault, inform'd him of 
the 11] Succeſs he had met with. Yet he did not 


deſpair, but everyday for a whole Month made 


freſh attempts on her diſorder'd Mind; but 
every thing proving in vain, and her Fury 
rather increaſing than diminiſhing, he reſolv'd 
to free his Family of aWoman whom he look'd 
on as a Monſter, With this intent, on pre- 
tence of taking the Air, he carry'd her with 
him in a Shallop, and having got a conſider- 
able diſtance from Shore, he order'd her to 
be ſeiz d by ſome Sailors, and put into a Tun 
prepar d for that purpoſe, and cloſing it up 


again, thrown into the Sea. After this cruel 


Expedition, he landed ; but alas! what be- 
came of Thibault, when the other, ſtill tranſ- 


ported with Rage, told him what he had done! 


how great was his Affliction! and what Re- 
proaches did he not vent againſt ſo barbaxous 


a Father! He ran to the fatal Place which he 
heard had been the Grave of his unhappy. 


Princeſs, but finding nothing that could flatter 
him with any hope there was a poſſibility of 
her being ſav'd, he return'd to Court in a 

Condition truly pitiable ; the miraculous 
Beauty of that dear Departed was for ever in 
his Mind, and he thought himſelf the moſt 
miſerable Creature living, becauſe he had ir 
not in his power to revenge her. T was not 
long before the Count himſelf repented of the 
Action, and his Remorſe became ſo great, tha: 
even the miſerable Thibault endeavour'd to mi- 


tigate it. At laſt it wore off, and he began to 
| | thiik FF 


- (19) 
think a ſecond Marriage, and the hope of an 
Heir, would diffipate his Afflictions; and 
well knowing that his Son-in-law would never 
engage himſelf again, he married, and was 
happy enough at the expiration of a Year to 
have a Son: yet his Grief was not wholly 
vaniſh'd, his Daughter came ever freſh into 
his Memory, and the ſight of Thibault, who 


continu'd overwhelm'd with a mortal Lan- 


guiſhment, added to his Deſpair. 3 
IN this manner they paſt almoſt nine Years, 
when the Count becoming once more a Wi- 
dower, reſolv'd, together with Thibault and 
his little Son, to travel to the Holy Land, ho- 
ping by that piece of Devotion to expiate his 
Crime. Thibault, who now thought he had 
found an opportunity of dying gloriouſly in 
fighting for the Faith, readily embrac'd the 
Propoſal. Every thing was ſoon ready for the 
Voyage, and the Count de Ponthieu having en- 
truſted the Government of his Dominions to 
Perſons of Confidence, they ſet out, and ar- 
rived ſafely at Jeruſalem, The Count and 


_ Thibault engag'd themſelves for the ſpace of a 


Year in ſerving the Temple, in which time 
they had frequent opportunities of teſtify- 
ing their Zeal and Courage, and did Actions 


worthy of being eterniz'd ; the Infidels 


always finding the Strength of their Arms, 


and the Ardor of their Faith. The Year 
finiſh'd, and their Vows accompliſh'd, they 
embark'd in order to return The Winds 


were for ſome days favourable, but a moſt 
violent Tempeſt ſucceeding the Calm, they 


were ſo ſhook by the Fury of it, that they 


expected nothing but Death; when on a ſud- 
55 - D 3 f den, 


(2) 


den, a contrary Guſt ariſing, drove them on the 


Coaſt of Almeria, a Land belonging to the In- 
fidels: they were ſoon ſurrounded by the 
Barks and Brigantines of the Saracens, and as 


the Ship was incapable of putting to Sea again, 

they were much leſs ſo, in a condition of De- 

fence. „ — | 
THE Count de Ponthien, the young 


Prince his Son, and Thibault, were made Pri- 


ſoners, and thrown into Dungeons ; all the 
Chriſtians in the Ship were ferv'd in the ſame 


manner, and fo loaded with Irons, that they 


immediately found they had been preſerv'd 
from the Rage of the Sea, only to periſh in a 


more cruel manner on Land. Thoſe Heroes 


prepar'd themſelves for Death with a Reſo- 
lution worthy of their Courage; but the In- 
fidels believing them a noble Sacrifice, per- 
mitted them to live till the Day on which they 
celebrated the Birth of the Sultan, it being 
the Cuſtom of that Country, to offer to their 


Gods on that Day ſuch a number of Crimi- 


nals, or Chriſtians. | 


THE Day being come, they were obligd i | 


to caſt Lots which of them ſhould die firſt : 
the fatal Chance happen'd on the Count de Pox- 
thieu ; his Son and Thibault contended for the 


Preference, but all they could obtain, was, to 
wait on him to the Place of Execution. The 


whole Court was aſſembled to ſee this Specta- 
cle——the Sultan was preſent himſelf, and his 


Sultaneſs, whoſe extraordinary Beauty had 
attracted the Eyes of all the Infidels, when 
they were drawn off by the arrival of the 


illuſtrious Victims, that were going to be ſa- 
crific'd to the Honour of the Day. But that 
| ann ne Queen, 


(2+ 


Queen, whoſe Soul was as perfect as her Bo- 
dy, was ſurpriz' d at the majeſtick Air of the 


Count de Ponthieu, who was as yet at a great 


diſtance from her: his venerable Age, and the 
contempt with which he ſeemed to look on his 


approaching Fate, made her order him to be 


brought nearer to her; he being a Stranger, 
ſhe let down her Veil, the Women of that 
Country never ſuffering themſelves to be ſeen 
by any but Saracens, 4 | 
As he approached, ſhe found Emotions 

which at that time ſhe knew not had any 
other ſource than Pity; but having attentive- 
ly look'd on his Face, ſhe ſoon diſcover'd the 
true Cauſe: but making uſe of her utmoſt 
Efforts to prevent her Diſorders from being 
taken notice of, ſhe ask'd him his Name, of 
what Country he was, and by what accident 


he had'been taken. 'The ſoftneſs of her Voice, 
and the manner of her Delivery, gave him 
| a ſenſible Alarm, tho” he knew nor the mean- 


ing of it. He anſwered her without heſi- 
tation, that he was of France, and of the So- 
vereignty of Ponthieu. Are you here alone? (de- 
manded the Queen.) J have two Companions in 
my Misfortunes, (reply'd he) my Son, and my 


Son-in-law. The Queen ordered they ſhould: 


immediately be brought to her; and having 
heedfully obſerv'd em for ſome time, ordered 
the Sacrifice to be ſuſpended; and ran to the 
Throne where the Sultan was ſitting, and 
throwing herſelf at his Feet; My Lord, 
(ſaid ſbe) if ever I have been happy enough to 
pleaſe you, and may flatter myſelf with your 


Affection, grant me the Lives of theſe three 
Slaves: they are of my Country, and Pity 


makes 


— — — — — - - * SAF 2 
— : —_ 4 — a * — * 
. eg — - N N ROY — — —_— . 
$8 "L- — — 2 9 . — — —— — 
— — Mz — Ry _—_ — 
5 — 2 2 — FN — —— 
«. * 7 Z F. > « —— - DS 


CT IS ng 


— 

— 

— — 2 
* 


8 — 
— 
— x 9 * 
LET ERS þ 34 Ne : 
— — 2 — 


my goodneſs. | 
ventured to lift his Eyes upon her, while they 


(2%) 
makes me intereſt myſelf for them, and J hope 


your Clemency will be rewarded by the merit 
of thoſe I am going to bind to your Service. 


The Sultan, who adored her, rais'd her ten- 
derly : You are miſtreſs of my Fate, Madam, 


(replyd he) can I refuſe you then the being ſo 
of that of thoſe Strangers? Diſpoſe of them 


as you pleaſe, I give them entirely up to 
you, without reſerving to myſelf any right 


over them. She thank'd him, in terms full 


of Gratitude and Reſpe& ; and returning to 
the noble Captives, inform'd them of their 
Pardon; and being ſecretly too much diſor- 
dered to fit out the Feaſt, ordered them to 
follow her to her Apartment - here ſee- 


ing herſelf alone with 'em, ſhe was obliged 
to renew her Efforts, to conceal the confuſion 
of her Soul ; and aſſuming an Air of as much 


fierceneſs as ſhe could, which was heightned by 


a natural Majeſty; I have ſav'd your Lives, 


| (ſaid ſpe) and you may judge by ſuch a proof 


of my power, that I have Authority. enough 
to put you again into the ſame danger. — 
Reſolve therefore to ſatisfy my Curioſity, in 
diſcovering without diſguiſe, all your Adven- 


tures: I give you till to-morrow to prepare 


yourſelves I muſt know your Names, 


Qualities, and by what ſtrange accident Fate 


brought you into this Country- if you 
are ſincere, you may expect every thing from 
Thibault, who had not 


were before the Sultan, now endeavour'd to 
diſcover, with the niceſtPenetration, her Beau- 
ties; which the thin Gauſe, of which her 


Veil was made, did not altogether conceal. — 


| The 


(23) 


the dazling Luſtre of her ſparkling Eyes 


blaz'd through the thouſand Charms 
which play'd about her lovely Mouth, diſclos'd 


themſelves where that impediment to the 
longing fight was not ſo cloſely drawn, but 
that the ruby Lips appeared to view. 
The daring Gazer found himſelf agitated 
with Emotions, which had been unknown to 
him ſince the Death of his unhappy Wife. — 
He felt a pleaſure in contemplating this ado- 
rable Queen, which nothing but itſelf could 


equal; and perceiving the Count was ſilent, 


perhaps kept ſo by Sentiments which he 
knew not how to account for, he threw him- 
ſelf at her Feet; As for me, Madam, ( ſaid he) 
it will not be the fears of Death that would. 
prevail on me to relate the particulars of a Life 
which has been full of ſuch unheard-of Woes, 


that what to others would be the greateſt 


dread, to me would be a bleſſing but 
there is ſomething far more terrible than what 


| you have named, the abuſing a Generofity 


ſuch as yours, prevents me from concealing 
any part of what you command me to difſ- 
cloſe— —if therefore the recital of our 
Misfortunes can teſtify our Acknowledgments, 
you may depend on our Sincerity. = 
ALL the Reſolution which ſhe had afſu- 
med for this Encounter, had like to have for- 


ſook her at ſo moving a Diſcourſe; but ma- 


king a new Effort, Riſe, ( ſaid ſhe) your deſti- 
ny promiſes ſomething very touching, I am 
concern'd in it more than you can yet imagine 


the Sultan will ſoon appear, therefore I 


would have you retire — you ſhall want for 
nothing this Palace can afford recover 
LO | your- 


1 


yourſelves of your fears and fatigues, and to- 
morrow you ſhall receive my Orders; and till 
then, I will defer the Hiſtory I have engag d 


you to give me. She then call'd a Slave in whom 
ſhe entirely confided ; Sayda, ( ſaid ſhe to her) 
conduct em as I have order'd ; and then ma- 


king a ſign to em to withdraw, they obey'd, 
and followed the Slave. As they went out, 
they heard the Queen figh, and neither of 


them could forbear doing ſo too. Thibault, 
who quitted her with regret, turning to look 


.on her once more, perceiving, ſhe put her 


Handkerchief to her Eyes to wipe away 
Tome Tears, he could not reſtrain his own, 
Sayda led em to a little Apartment behind 


the Queen's, it conſiſted of three Rooms, and 


at the end an arch'd Gallery, where the Fruit 
was kept that was every day ſerv'd up to her 
Table. This ( ſaid Sayda) is the only Ser- 
vice the Sultaneſs expects from you; ſhe could 
not have placed you ſo commodiouſly, with- 
out giving you ſome Employment that re- 


quir'd your Attendance near her Perſo . 


you mult therefore take care of this Fruit, put 
it in order in Baskets provided for that uſe, 


and preſent it to her at her Repaſts 

under this pretence you may poſleſs theſe 
Apartments, and be ſerv'd by the Slaves ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe you are to be 


ſubſervient only to the Sultan and Sultaneſs. 
IN ſpeaking theſe Words, ſhe quitted 

them, leaving them in an inconceivable Sur- 

prize at all they had ſeen, When they were 


by themſelves, Thibault, who could no longer 
contain in his Breaſt the different Agitations 


which crouded one on another, and ſeemed to 


ſtruͤggle 


(5) 


ſtruggle for utterance, approaching the Count, 
and tenderly embracing him; Whara Woman 
is this Queen, my Lord, (ſaid he) and by 


what. Mifacle does ſhe reign over Tk Bar- 


bar ian! What have we done to deſerve 
her generous Care of us | Ah! my 


Lord, I find her Com paſſion dangerous 


Alas! my dear Price (added he) you alone 
was wont to raiſe theſe Emotions in my Soul'! 


1 donꝰt know, Cephe d che Count) what wilt be 


our Fate, or what — the deſigns of the 
Queen: her goodnefſs döes not aſſect me as it 
does you; you are youfg, and your Heart ſtill 
preſerves a fund of Paſſion, which may cauſe 
more violent Perturbations in it than mine 3 
yet I on, I have felt for her the Tender- 
neſs of a Father; and that when ſhe ſpoke, 


my Daughter came into my mind. But 


Iam afraid, my dear Thibawlt, that you will 


doubly loſe your Liberty in this fatal Place. 


Thibault made no other anſwer than by ſighs; 


and ſome'Refreſhments being brought in, they 


were f6f&ed'to drop a Diſcourſe, chat did not 
admit of itneſſes. N zo} E 
THE Queen, in the mean time, Was * 
much intereſted in the Affairs of the day t 
bevery eaſy,” and was: no ſooner left alone with 


her dear Sayda, than giving a looſe to the 


Tranſports ſhe“ had fo long reſtrained, her 
beautiful Face was bath'd all oer in Teurs. 
The faithful Slave aſtoniſh'd at her exceſs of 
Grief, kneeled down at ber Feet, and taking 
one of her Hands ; ; Alas Madam, ( ſaid 
ſhe) what is this ſudden Misfortune are N 


theſe Strangers come to trouble the Trarquil- 5 


ly you were beginning to enjoy ! ——you 
have 


F 


( 


have hitherto honoured me with your conſi- 


dence——may I not now know what has 
occaſioned this Grief ? 
(reply'd her Royal Miſtreſs) let not Appearances 
deceive you———Love, Joy, Nature, and 
Fear, makes me ſhed Tears much more than 
any Grief— that Husband ſo dear to me, 


and of whom thou haſt heard me ſpeak ſo 


much, is one of the Captives whoſe Lives I 
have ſav'd— the other is my Father, and the 
young Lad my Brother. The Horror of ſee-· 


ing my Father die for the diverſion of a Peo- 
ple to whom I am Queen, has pierced me 


with ſo lively an affliction; that I-wonder the 


apprehenſion of it did not a ſecond time de- 


-My Husband, 


prive me of my Reaſon. 


partaker of the ſame Fate, his Melancholy, 


his Reſignation before me, his Looks full of 
that Love and Tenderneſs which once made my 
Happineſs, has touch'd my Soul in the moſt 
nice and delicate part: I dare not diſcover 


myſelf, before I know their Sentiments; and 


the conſtraint I have put on myſelf, has been 


ſuch, as Nature ſcarce can bear—Preſerve my 


Secret, dear Sayda, and don't expoſe me agaiu 


to tremble for Lives on which my own de- 


pends. Doubt not of my Fidelity, Madam, 


| (anſwered the other) tis inviolable! my Reli- 


gion, your Goodneſs which I have ſo often 
experienced, and the Confidence with which 


you have honoured me, have attached me to 


your Service till death. 

THESE Aſſurances entirely ſatisfied the 
Queen, and they conſulted together on mea- 
ſures by which they might be at liberty to 


entertain the illuſtrious Slaves the next _ 
e 


Ah dear Sayda, 
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The Sultans coming in, put an end to their 
Converſation for this time. This Prince, who 
had no other defect than his being a Saracen, 
accoſted her with that Joy, which his having 


had it in his power to oblige her, gave him— 
Well, Madam, ( ſaid he) can you doubt of 


my Love !— may I flatter myſelf, that what 


I have done will diſpel the Grief and Melan- 
choly that has ſo long poſſeſs d you? —— I 
owe you every thing, my Lord, ( ſaid ſhe) and 
my Whole endeavours ſhall be to expreſs my 


Gratitude. The Sultan, charm'd to find her 
in ſo good a humour, entertain'd her a little 


longer; and then told her (for he was juſt 


come from Council) that it was reſolv'd to op- 


poſe vigorouſly an Irruption that a neigh- 
bouring Prince had made into his Dominions, 


and that War was going to be declared im- 


mediately in form. 3 
T HIS News inſpired the Queen with a 


Thought, which ſucceeded to her wiſh; and 
being willing to take the advantage of the 


diſpoſition ſhe found the Sultan in, of granting 


her every thing; Heaven ( ſaid ſhe) favours 


me in an extraordinary manner, 1. giving me 
an opportunity of acknowledging your good- 
neſs. One of the Captives, my Lord, whom 


you have given me, is the moſt valiant man 
of his*time, nor is his Conduct in War inferior 
to his Courage, by the wonders he has done. 
I am almoſt aſſured you will have the Victory, 
if you permit him to combat the Enemy. The 
Sultan demonſtrated to her the difference of 
their Religions, and the little aſſurances he 


could have in the Faith of a Chriſtian, I'll 
anſwer for him, ( ſaid - Queen HA 
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T'tl. * the pledge of his Fidelity; and ther 4 


ter to aſſure you, I'll keep the two other Cap- 


tives, who are, I know, very dear to him, as 


Hoſtages. The Sultan ſeem'd ſatisfied. with 


theſe Words, and granted her requeſt, leaving 
her abſolute Miſtreſs to act in this Affair as 


ſhe pleaſed ; ; and xetir'd to his Aarau, | 
much more affected with the Joy of obliging 
her, than diſturbed at the Succeſs of, ſho. 


War. 


Hy H E 8 Queen paſs'd the night j in, 
very different Emotions; Love had renew'd: 
his forces in her Soul, Nature that did for a 
While revolt at the remembrance of the Cruel 


ty inflicted on her, return'd to its obedience, 


and was wholly taken up with the fear of not 
being lov'd, and remembred enough to be 
acknowledged, when diſcover'd, with the Joy 
ſhe wiſh'd. ——The Counts of Ponthieu, 


* St. Paul ſpent not their hours more quiet- 


Thbilault found himſelf agitated with the | | 


— rea of a dawning Paſſion; he accus'd 
himſelf of it as a crime. the Count was no 
leſs embaraſs'd about his, tho' he was, very 


well aſſured they proceeded not from Love, 
but the prodigious reſemblance he found be- 


tween his Daughter and this lovely Queen, 


reminded him of the Barbarity he had been 


guilty of. He could not imagine there had 


been a poſſibility of ſaving that unhappy 


Princeſs; but the Tenderneſs with which the 
Sultane ſos had inſpir d him, was ſo near that he 


felt for his Daughter, that! it gave him an a- 


ſtoniſhment not to be conceiv'd. 
D AY appearing, they roſe, and ſer them- 
335 about preparing the Kn as 0 
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had ordered them; which done, they were 


not long before they receiv d a command to 
bring it to the Queen. Nothing cou'd be 
more pleaſing than this Commiſſion ; both 


found an undeſcribable Impatience to ſee her 
again, and follow'd the faithful Slave till they 


came into her Preſence. 'They found her dreſs d 
with an incredible Magnificence, reſplendent 
with an infinite number of Diamonds ; ſhe 
was reclin'd on a Sofa, and after having look d 
a moment on them, Well (ſaid ſbe) are you 
ready to ſatisfy me? -L will not give you the 
pains of relating your Names and Qualities, 
neither are unknown to me; only tell me by 
what ſtrange adventure you arriv'd at this 
Place. — Count de Ponthieu, tis to you in 
particular I addreſs, 1 

T HE Count was in a Surprize which can- 
not be expreſs'd, to hear himſelf named, and 
finding there was indeed no room for Diſſimu- 
lation, told his Story with ſincerity; but 
when he came to that part of it which con- 


cern'd his Daughter, his Sighs made many in- 


terruptions in his Diſcourſe, yet did he forget 


no Circumſtance, but confeſs'd the Crime he 


had been guilty of, in putting her to death : 


But alas! (added he) with what Remorſe 


has my Soul been torn ſince that fatal Day! 
——my Tenderneſs for her revive'd with fre 
Vigour, and the 'Torments I have endur'd, 


have been ſuch, that if her Spirit has any 
knowledge of what is tranſacted in this low- 


er World, ſhe muſt believe my Puniſhment at 
leaſt equal to my Guilt —Then he told her 
of their Vow, their Voyage to Jeruſalem, the 


Tempeſt, and their Slavery and Condemna- 


tion. — 


PP 
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tion. This, Madam, (ſaid he) is a faith- 
ful Account of our Misfortunes; and tho? 


% 
* 
o 
: 
by 


they are of a nature beyond the common rank 


of Woes, yet they receive no inconſiderable 
alleviation, by the Concern your exceſſive 


Goodneſs makes you take in them. And, in- 
deed, the fair Sultaneſs, during the latter part 


of his Relation, had ſeem'd drown'd in Tears, 
and was ſome time before ſhe could recover 
herſelf enough to ſpeak ; but at laſt—I own 


(ſaid ſte) that what you have told me, very 


much touches me.————I extremely pity the 


Princeſs of Ponthieu, ſhe was young, her Rea- 


ſon might have return to her; the generous 


proceeding of her Husband, would doubtleſs 
have reclaim'd her in time: but Heaven has 

uniſh'd you for your Cruelty, you muſt not 
therefore be any more reproach'd with it. 


But to prove your Penitence ſincere, what re- 


ception would you give that Princeſs, if by 
any Miracle, which I cannot at preſent con- 


ceive, ſhe ſhould have eſcaped that Deſtiny 


your Raſhneſs expos'd her to? Ah, Madam ! 


69 the Count) were there a poſſibility of 
uch a Blefſing, my whole Life ſhould be em- 


ploy'd in rendring her's fortunate. And you, 


(ſaid (he to Thibault, who: ſhe ſaw overwhelm'd 
in Tears) Would your Wife be dear to you? 


Could you forgive her diſtracted Behaviour? 
Could you reſtore her to your Heart, as fond, 
as tender as ever? -in ſhort, ' could you ſtill 
Tove her? —Queſtion it not, Madam, 


(anſwered he, with a Voice interrupted with Sighs) 
nothing but her Preſence can ever make me 
happy. Receive her then (cry'd ſhe, caſt- 


ing afide her Veil, and throwing herſelf into his 


Arms) 
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Arms) T am that unfortunate Wife. I am 
that Daughter, (added ſhe, running to her Father) 
that has coſt you ſo many melancholy Hours. 


Own her, my Lord; take her to your Breaſt, 
my dear Thibault, nor let the Sight of her diſ- 


ſipate the Tenderneſs you expreſs'd for her 
when unknown. (þ | 


WH O can deſcribe the Joy and Aſtoniſu- 


ment of theſe illuſtrious Perſons! their Eyes 


were now open d, the ſecret Emotions they 


had felt, were now eaſy to be accounted for. — 
She was acknowledg'd for the Wite, bleſt as 
the Daughter, with a torrent of inexpreſſible 


inconceivable Delight. Thibault threw him- 
ſelf at her feet, bathing her Hands in Tears 


of overpowering Joy ; while the Count held 
her in his Arms, without being able to utter 
more, than——my, Daughter my dear 
my long-loſt Daughter. The young Prince 
kiſs'd her Robe; and Sayda, only witneſs of 
this moving Scene, diſſolv'd in Tears of Ten- 
derneſs and Joy.— At length the firſt Sur- 
prize being over, this mute Language was ſuc- 


ceeded by all the fond endearing Things that 


Nature, Wit, and Love, had the power of in- 
ſpiring. The heautiful Queen had now time 
to return the Careſſes of the young Prince her 


Brother, who, tho' ſhe. knew no otherwiſe 


than by her Father's Account, his Youth and 
Beauty had very much affected her from the 
firſt time ſhe ſaw him. After having a 


little indulg'd their Tranſports, *Tis time (aid 


ſhe) to inform you of my Adventures.—The 
Sultan 1s taken up with making preparations 
for a War he is oblig'd to enter into ſo 


that We may have the liberty of conyerſing, 


with- 
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without e of being interrupted. 


ing placed on the out- ſide _ = Cabinet, to 
for hem notice if any ff — 5 Perſon 
ould appear, the charming: ene s addref- 


ſing herſelf to the Count, began her Diſcourfe : 


in this manner. 


I will not repeat (ſaid ſte) the Cauſe of 


Four deſigning my Death, you are but too 
Za ble of it; and the loſs Fx: my Reafon, too 


well known to you for 1 me to go about to re- 
new the Affliction it occaſion'd you: I ſhall 


only fay, that it was exceſs of Love which 
cauſed my Diſtraction, and being prepoſſeſsd 


with an Td a of being no longer worthy of 
my Husband's Affection, imagining that T ſaw 
him reproaching me with my Misfortune, and 
endeayouring to get rid of me;;T was ſo aban- 
don'd by my Senſes, as to wiſh his Death, 
the only thing that could * reſtore me to m 
Repoſe.—This'Thoughr fo whollyengroſs*d my 
Soul, that I look'd on the Sentence you i. 


flicted on me, as caus'd by him my Frenzy 


prevented the horror of my Fate from mas 
ing any Impreſſion on me; and you may re- 
member, Sir, that I neither endeavour'd by 


Intreaties or Scrugglings to avert it—being ra- 


nſenſbiliry, than any thing 


ther in a ſtate of 


elſe. Which Courſe my. little Veſſel ſteer'd, 


or how long I continu'd in it, I know not 
| bog I can tell, is, that I found myſelf in a real 
Ship, in the midſt of a great many unknown 
Perſons, buſily employ d in fetehing me to my- 
felt but what is moſt ſurprizing, I reco- 


ver'd my Sight, Memory, and Reaſon, at the 


ſame inſtant; whether 'twas owing to the 
com- 


ing red ſeared themſelves, and Sayda be- 
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common Effect that the Fear of Death has, of 


to the Property of the Sea, or, to judge better, 


the Work of Heaven; but all J had ſaid or 


done, or thought came into my mind, and I 


found myſelf ſo guilty againſt you and my 
Husband, that the firſt ſign of Life that my 
Deliverers perceiv'd in me, was my ſhedding 
an exceſſive ſnower of Tears; which was the 


more violent, becauſe J had never wept ſince 


that fatal Adventure in the Foreſt: And indeed 
I thought, as did all about me, that they 
would have ſuffocated me ; but ſo much care 


Vas taken of me, that without putting an 


end to my Affliction, my Life was out of 
danger. 'The People of the Ship had plac'd 
about me a young Woman extremely amiable ; 
—the 'Tenderneſs ſhe exp reſs d for the Griefs 


ſhe ſaw I was involv'd in, made me take a 


very great Friendſhip for her; and, indeed, as 


ſhe was the only Woman there, it was natural 


for us to be more than ordinary pleas'd with 


each other. When ſhe found mea little com- 


pos'd, ſhe inform'd me that we were with 


Flemiſh Merchants, who were trading to the 


Levant; that having perceiv'd from Deck my 


extraordinary Tomb, the hope of finding fome- 


thing of Value in it, had made them take it 


aboard; but that having open'd it, they were 
ſurpriz d to feen Woman richly habited : that 


at firſt they thought me dead, becauſe I was 


very much ſwell'd, but having plac'd me in 
the open Air, a little morion of my Heart 
gave them hope of recovering me ; that accor- 


dingly, with great difficulty, they effected it, 


and that finding, as they thought, ſome Beau- 
ty in _ they reſolv'd, at the expence of 


F my 
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my Liberty, to make themſelves amends for 
having found nothing but me in the Tun. Tis 


with this Deſign (added be) that we were ſailing 
towards Almeria, where theſe Merchants de- 
ſign to ſell you to the Sultan of that Place: 
tis now ſix Months ſince they took me away 
from the Coaſts of France, which is my native 


Country, on the ſame account; but I very 


well foreſee that your Beauty will preſerve me 
from being - expos'd to the Sultan's Deſires : 
yet as I cannot avoid Slavery, I beg, Madam, 


that you will not let me be ſeparated from you. 


The Sultan will without doubt buy you; con- 
trive it ſo, that he may think I am a Dependant 
of yours, that ſo I may wear no other Chains 


than yours. I was very glad to have a French | 


Woman with me, ſo promis'd her, that what- 


ever was my Fate, ſhe ſhould, if ſhe pleas'd, 


ſhare it with me ; bur what ſhe had told me, 
giving me great Uneaſineſs, I deſired to ſpeak 
with the Captain of the Ship———T began 
with thanking him for the Succour he had gi- 
ven me, and thinking to have gain'd him by 
the hope of a Reward, I aflur'd him it ſhould 
be made even beyond his Wiſhes, if he would 
land me on the Coaſt of Fance. He anſwer'd 
me, that he doubted not of my Generoſity, 
nor my being conſiderable enough to recom- 
| pence the Service he had done me; but that 
he could not follow his own Inclination in 
doing what I deſired of him, becauſe he was 


accountable to his Companions, who had re- 


ſolv'd to ſell me, and the other young French 


Woman, to the Sultan of Almeria; that they 
knew would be certain Gain to them, whereas 


the Effect of my Promiſes could not be ſo. With 
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* 
theſe Words he return'd to his Companions, 
and gave me not leave to anſwer him: I made 
ſeveral other efforts, but finding it impoſlible 
to perſuade them to alter their Reſolutions, I 
was oblig'd to ſubmit to my ill Deſtiny. In 
proportion, as I recover'd my Reaſon, my Af- 
tection to my dear Thibault reſum'd its Empire 
o'er my Soul I was ſenſible of the whole 


extent of my Misfortunes, and my Deſpair 


would perhaps have kept no bounds, if it had 
not been for the Prudence and Good-nature of 
my young Companion. Yet for all her Cares, 
I fell into ſucha Languiſhment, as frighted the 
Merchant, leſt I ſhould loſe the luſtre of my 


Beauty, of which he propos'd to himſelf fo 


great an Advantage. | 

AT length they arriv'd at Almeria, and 
we were immediately led to the Sultan. As he 
was accuſtom'd to traffick with thoſe People, 
he receiv'd 'em perfectly well, and was ſo 
much pleas'd with their Prize, that he gave 
em their demand both for myſelf and Sayda— 


We were placd in the Palace of the Sultan s 


Women, where he ſoon follow'd us; and I had 
the Misfortune of affecting him in ſo extraor- 


| dinary a manner, that he ſeem'd to make his 


loving me an Affair of State. I call that a 
Misfort une, which any one but me would 
have look'd on as the higheſt Felicity; for I 
owe the Sultan the juſtice to ſay, that he is 
full of Merit, and adorn'd with the moſt hero- 
ick Virtues : but I was a Chriſtian, and pre- 
poſſeſs'd with a Paſſion, which left no room for 


any other; I therefore confider'd his Aſſiduity 


as my worſt of Troubles. This Prince per- 
ceiving my regard for Sayda, gave her to me; 
„Cͤĩ N' (Sayda 
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- (Sayda is a Name I made her aſſume, to con- 


ceal her own.) He plac'd me in an Apartment 
different to thoſe the reſt of the Women were 
lodg'd in, and commanded I ſhould be ſerv'd 
as Queen. All theſe Honours added to my 
Uneaſineſs; yet the Submiſſion with which he 
treated me, gave me ſometimes a hope he ne- 
ver would have recourſe to force that which I 
reſolv'd never to grant: but, alas! this Prince 
at laſt, worn out with his own conſuming 
Paſſion, and the continual Murmurs of his 
Subjects, who could ill indure he ſhould ex- 
_ preſs ſo much conſideration for a Chriſtian, re- 
ſolv'd to ſpeak to me in ſtronger Terms than 


he had hitherto: done. My reſiſtance had laſt- | 


ed a whole Year, and he thought he had ſuf- 
ficiently teſtify'd his Reſpect, in allowing me ſo 
long a time; he came to me therefore one day, 
and finding me extremely melancholy, Madam, 


Gy oy tis with great regret I find my ſelf | 


oblig' d to exceed the Bounds I had ad 
myſelt in gaining your Heart, but you muſt 
now either conſent to marry me, or publickly 
abjure your Religion ; all my Power cannot 
exempt you from the Laws which oblige the 
Women of the Seraglio to embrace our Faith. 
l adore you, and tho' I ought to compel you 
to a Change ſo beneficial to you, yer I will 
not, ſince it is not your deſire I promiſe 
you the free Exerciſe of your Religion in pri- 


vate, provided you accept of the Crown I. | 


offer you ;—my Subjects, and all my Court, 


will then believe you have chang'd your Re- 4 
ligion, without ſeeking any further Proofs, and 
you will then be at liberty to obſerve your 


Own in ſecret: — this is the only means to 
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| preſerve you from the F ury of a People, who, 


when enrag'd, have no regard even for their 


Sovereign. Twou'd have been more agreea- 
ble to me, if my Love and Complaiſance had 
engag' d you; but hope Time will inſpire your 
Heart with thoſe Sentiments, that will be 
conducive to my Felicity, and your Repoſe. 


J could not refrain from Tears at this Diſ- 
courſe of the Sultan the Choice appear'd 


terrible to me; Is it poſſible, my Lord! (re- 


phy d) that among the number of Beauties 
who would be proud of the Honour you offer 
me, you cannot find one more worthy than 
myſelf? 


me. Conſider, my Lord, what Glory you 


might gain by ſubduing your Paſſion, and ſuf- 


fering me to return to my native Country; 


What Felicity can it be, to live with a Woman 


obtain'd but by Fear and Force, who will al- 


vays be regretting her Parents and Liberty? 
T HE Sultan ſmil'd at theſe Words; I ſee, 


Madam, ( ſaid he) that you are ignorant of 
your own Condition you are in this place 


for Life————when once a Woman is en- 


tered within theſe Walls, there is no hope of 


ever getting out again, Law and Cuſtom have 
| decreed it ſo. Therefore you are more obli- 
ged to me than you imagin'd, for the Reſpect J 


have paid you, being from the firſt moment 
the maſter of your Deſtiny. 


ſwer him; he granted my requeſt, and I ſpent 


them in Prayers: but at length ſeeing myſelf 


without any hope of Relief, or ever returning 
to my Country, that my Death there was 


thought 


| If you had not diſtinguiſh'd me, 
your Subjects would have thought nothing of 


Def I then in- 
treated he would give me three days to an- 


-- Tn 
thought certain, and that I had no means of 
letting you know I was living, or if I had, 
could not promiſe myſelf, that, ſince you had 
. conſented to my Death, the News would find 
a welcome : I look'd on myſelt as utterly 
abandoned; and the facility of following in 
private my own Devotions, determin'd me in 
| ſubmitting to the Sultan's perſuaſions. The 
three days being expired, he came to me 
again, and II then told him, that it he would 
ſwear never to force me to alter my Religion, 
I was ready to give him my hand. His Joy 
at my aſſent was inconceivable ; and tho' he 
ſaw plainly that what I did was out of ne- 
ceſſity, he aſſured me he thought himſelf the 
happieſt man on Earth, and bound himſelf by 
an Oath ſacred in their Law to ſuffer me to 
exerciſe my own Religion, provided I took 
care not to be diſcovered. 

THIS News was ſoon blaz d thro all Almeria, | 
and fated ever to be guilty of conſtrain'd Infi- 
delities, I was proclaim'd and crown'd Sultana 
Queen, with a Magnificence that would have 
dazled any one but the Princeſs de Ponthien, _ 
During the whole Ceremony, the Image of 
Thibault never quitted me, I ſpoke to it, 
begg'd its pardon ; in ſhort, I was ſo loſt in 
thought, that Sayda has ſince told me I had 
more the appearance of a Statue than a living 
Perſon. As for you, my Lord! J often re- 
proached your Cruelty, that had brought me 
to the Precipice in which I found myſelf i 
There has not paſt one day in the nine Years 
I have been married to the Sultan, on which I 
have not talk'd of my dear Thibault to the 
faithful Sayda, with a torrent of Tears. The 
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Sultan has kept his word with me, all his Court 


thinks me a Renegada, he alone knows the Truth, 


and without reproaching me with my Melan- 
choly, has done his utmoſt to diſperſe it. The 
ſame Reſpe& and Complaiſance has always ac- 
companied his Actions, and you yourſelves have 
been witneſs of my power, by his granting me 
without heſitation your Lives. I knew you again 
the firſt moment I ſaw your Faces, and ſhould 
have diſcovered myſelf yeſterday, but had a 


mind to know whether my memory was yet 


dear. Theſe are my unhappy Adventures ; 
but this is not all I have to ſay: You muſt, my 
dear Thibault, in order to regain your Wife 
and Liberty, expoſe your Life to freſh dangers : 


ſpeak, do you think me worthy of fo great a 
| teſtimony of your continued Love and Tender- 
neſs? You cannot make a doubt of it, (an- 


ſwered he) without being guilty of a greater 


offence than all your Diſtraction made you 


act I ſwear to you, my dear Princeſs, by 
the Pleaſure I had in obtaining you of your 


Father, by the felicity I enjoy'd in being be- 


lov'd by you, by my Misfortunes, and by the 
Joy I feel in ſeeing you again, that I never 
adored you with more ardour than I now 
do Fear not therefore to explain your ſelf, 
command me, diſpoſe of me as you pleaſe. 
The fair Sultaneſs was charm'd with this 
tender aſſurance, and there being no-body pre- 
ſent that ſhe ſuſpe&ed, ſhe again embrac'd 
her much-lov'd Husband, and then told him 
what ſhe had propoſed to the Sultan. *Tis of 
the utmoſt importance, (added ſhe) that you 


ſhould gain his confidence by ſome fignal 


Service, that my deſigns may the better ſuc- 
ceed 
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(40) 
ceed——he has already loſt ſeveral Battles, 


thro' the ill Conduct of his Generals; bur if 
you fight for him, I doubt not of the Victory: 


— 2 ͤ— 


which will enable me to put my Project in 
execution. 5 | 
THE Count and Thibault approv'd of 
what ſhe ſaid ; but the young Prince begg'd 
ſhe would contrive it fo, that he might ac- 
company his Brother to the Army, his youth- 
ful Heart burning with impatience to behold 
ſo noble a Sight; but the Queen told him ſhe 
could not poſſibly gratify thoſe 'Teſtimonies of 
ſo early a Courage, tho* ſhe admir'd 'em, be- 


cauſe ſhe had given her promiſe to the Sultan, 
that both he and his Father ſhould remain ar 


Court as Hoſtages for the Fidelity of Thibault. 
After ſome further Diſcourſe, and re- 
new'd Embraces, ſhe ordered them to retire, 
it growing towards the hour in which the 
Sultan was uſed to viſit her. They were 


ſcarce out of the Room, before that Prince en- 
' tered ; and having ask'd her if the valiant 
Captive agreed with her Intentions : Yes, my 


Lord, (reply'd ſhe) he is impatient to expreſs 
by his Services the grateful Senſe he has of 
his Obligations to us. The Sultan immediate- 
ly commanded chey ſhould all three be brought 
before him; and obſerving them more heed- 
fully than he had done before, was infinitely 
charm'd with their good Mien: the venerable 
Age, and commanding Aſpe& of the Prince of 
Ponthieu, excited his Reſpe&; the Beauty and 
Vivacity of the young Prince, his Admiration ; 


but in the noble Air, and manly Graces of 


the accompliſh'd Thibault, he fancied he diſ- 
cover'd 


he cannot then refuſe you his Eſteem, 


TW 


"WF, WW ww 


=») 


. an Aſſurance he would be able to an- 


ſwer the Character the Sultaneſs had given of 


him. The more he conſidered him, the 
more he found to love and eſteem— The 
Sultane ſs, ( ſaid he) who has ſav'd your Life, 
will needs, out of Love for me, and Reſpect for 
you, have you expoſe it in my Service —1 
ſee nothing about you, but what ſerves to 
convinceme I do not err, when ] place an entire 
Confidence in you: therefore you muſt pre- 


pare to fer out to-morrow, I have in my 


Council declared you General. My Subjects 
are ſo fatigued and heartleſs with continual 
Lofles, that they repine not I endeavour to 


| repair 'em by extraordinary Methods; and 


tho* you are a Chriſtian, my Soldiers will with 
Joy obey you, if your Valour does but an- 
ſwer their Expectations, and the Character 


they have of you. After Thibault had in the 


molt handſome and ſubmiſſive manner aſſured 
him of his Zeal and Fidelity, that Prince 


proceeded to give him thoſe Inſtructions which 


were neceſſary; and retiring, left him to re- 
ceive thoſe of the Sultaneſs. 

HE was no ſooner gone, than curning t to- 
wards Thibault, You are going to fight againſt 


Infidels, (ſaid ſhe) tho? you fight for one; bur, 


my dear Husband ! conſult my Repoſe as well 


as your own. Courage, and fight ro conquer, 


not to die; remember I expoſe you, that 
I may the better ſave you. He thank'd her 


for her obliging Fears, and promis'd to com- 


bat only to preſerve his Honour, and gain the 
Opportunity to deliver her. It being time 
to retire, they quitted the Queen's Apart- 


ment, and returning to their on, a Slave 
brought 


(a) 
brought to T Libanle, a ſtately Veſt and Sabre, 
adorn'd with precious Stones, a Preſent to 
him from the Sultan; he put them on, and 


attended that Prince at Dinner, who ſaw him. 


with pleaſure. 
rent methods of making War, and the Sultan 
found his new General ſo conſummate in the 
Art, that he aſſur'd himſelf of Victory: he 
then preſented him to the chief Men of his 
Court. The reſt of the day was employ'd in 
_ reviewing the Troops that were in Almeria. 
As he was to go the next, he begg'd of the 


Sultaneſs by Sayda, that he might be permitted 


1 bid her adieu without any Witneſſes; the 
fair Queen, who deſired it with equal ardor, 
appointed Night for the Interview: ſo 
when all was quiet in the Palace, he was in- 
troduced by that faithful Slave into the Apart- 
ment of his dear Princeſs. Then it was, that 
this long-ſeparated Husband and Wife, now 
more in love, if poſſible, than ever, renew'd 
their Proteſtations of everlaſting Affection, 
and, forgetting the reſt of the World, gave a 
looſe to the Raptures of being once more bleſt, 
and the ſoft Hope of re-uniting themſelves, no 
more to be divided. The beſt part of 
the Night paſt away in theſe Tranſports, and 
Day would have ſurpriz'd *em, had not Sayda 


given them notice it was time to part. The Sul- 


zaneſs wept, and Thibault was extremely mov'd; 
but Reaſon re-aſſuming its Empire, they em- 
| bracing, bid each other adieu, begging Hea- 
ven they might ſoon meet again. He went 


not to Bed, employing the remaining hours in 


- taking leave of the Count de Ponthieu, and the 


young Prince his Son.— He recommended 
his 


They diſcours'd on the diffe- 


(43). 
his dear Princeſs to the former, entreating him: 
to negle& no Opportunities of being with her 
He then repair'd to the Sultan, to receive his 
laſt Commands, and ſet out with a cheartul- 
neſs that ſeem'd to preſage Succeſs. | 
DURING his abſence, the watchful 
Policy of the fair Sultaneſs contriv'd to acquire 
a great number of Creatures, ready to under- 


take every thing to ſerve her; ſhe caus'd ſeve- 


ral Favours t# be conferr*d on them, thro' the 
Intereſt the Count had with the Sultan. He 
was now grown prodigiouſly in his Favour.— 


The Sultan uſed frequently to divert himſelf 
with Hunting, it was an Exerciſe he extreme- 


ly lov'd, and the Count underſtanding it per- 
fectly, was always one of the Party. 
The Expreſſes which were continually brought 
of the Victories Thibault had gain'd over 
the Enemies, increas'd the Sultans Eſteem of 


the two Hoſtages. Three Months paſs'd thus, 


with' creating new Friends on the Queen's 


- fide, and Confidence on the Sultan's; but the 


Joy of both, tho? for different Reaſons, was 


compleated, when a Courier arriv'd with the 
News that the conquering Thibault had entire- 


ly vanquiſh'd, cut the whole Army of the 
Foe in pieces, kill'd their Prince with his own 
Hand, and not only recover'd the Dominion 


they had taken from the Sultan, but alſo added 
that of the bold Invader to his Empire. 


Theſe glorious Actions were ſignaliz d in Al- 


meria by great Rejoicings; —nothing was 


talk*d of, but the Bravery of the Captive, and 


the Obligations both King and People had to 


him. As for him, when he found no more 


Enemies to combat, he made haſte to gari- 
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ſon the conquer'd Places, and having deputed : 
ſuch Governors as he thought were faithful, 
return'd in triumph to Almeria. The Sultan 


receiv'd him as his Guardian-Angel, reſtor'd 
him his Liberty, and preſs'd him to accept of 
the greateſt Places in his Empire, if he would 
change his Religion; but the other gave him 
to underſtand, tho* with the greateſt Reſpect, 


that he could not embrace his Favours, but 


aſſur d him he would ſtay at his Court as long 


he ſhould be wanted. This refuſal was ſo far 


from incenſing, that the Sultan gave him the 
greater Eſteem for it; and this illuſtrious War- 


rior became ſo conſiderable at the Court of 


Almeria, that nothing was done but by his 
Advice. The Sultaneſs finding the Succeſs of 
her Project, now thought it time to put the 


finiſhing Stroke to it.— She pretended to 
be with Child, and that the Air of Almeria 


did not agree with her: a Renegado Phyſician, 

that ſhe had gain'd to her Intereſt, aſſur'd the 
Sultan that her Lite would be in danger if ſhe 
did not remove from where ſhe was ; that 


Prince, alarm'd by the Tenderneſs he had for 


her, begg'd her to make choice of any of his 
Houſes of Pleaſure, to go and reſide in.— 
The Sul: aneſs pitch'd on one which was by the 
Sea-ſide, and the way to which was by Sea.— 


The Sultan immediately gave orders for the 
equipping a Galley, and the Queen took care 


to fill it with Perſons intirely devoted to her 
Intereſt. — When every thing was ready, 
ſhe begg'd the Sultan that ſhe might be ac- 
company d thither by the French Cavalier, for 


the Security of her Perſon ; as for the Count 


de Ponthieu and his Son, there was no occaſion 


for 


gion did not demand this of me.—1 ſhall always 


WS) 
for asking leave for their Attendance, becauſe 
they belong'd immediately to her— The 
Sultan made no ſcruple of granting every thing 
ſhe deſired, and ſhe embark'd with her Fa- 
ther, her Brother, and Husband, and the 
faithful Sayda; taking with her a Son of ſeven 
years old which ſhe had by the Sultan, leaving 


in Almeria a Daughter that was ſtill at the 
Breaſt. Heaven ſeeming to favour their De- 


ſigns, they were no ſooner got to Sea, than 
our Warriors, ſeconded by the Queen's Crea- 
tures, oblig'd the Slaves of the Galley to row 
directly to Brindes, where they happily ar- 
riv'd. The Princeſs gave the Chriſtian Slaves 
their Liberty, and put in their places all the 
Saracens ſhe could purchaſe, with orders to 
give the Sultan the following Letter. 


The Princeſs of Ponthieu, to the Sul of 


Almeria. 


F I had only your Generofity to have combated, 

1 would have diſcover'd to you the Cauſe which 
urg d me to this flight — convinc d, that you 
would rather have favour d than oppos'd it; but 
your Love and Religion being inſurmountable Ob- 
ſtacles, I was oblig d to make uſe of Artifice to be 
juſt. I quit you not, my Lord, thro Iuconſtan- 


c, I follow my Husband, my Father, and my Bro- 


ther, who were the three Captives whoſe Lives you 
granted me ; my Husband having expos'd his for 
your Glory, and the Security of your Dominions, has, 


in part, acquitted me of the Obligations I owe 50¹.— 


1am a Chriſtian, and was a Sovereign before your 


Vie; judge therefore, whether my Rank and Reli- 


with 


(46). 


with Gratitude remember the Honour you have done 
me; I have left you my Daughter, being oblig'd to 


abandon her becauſe of her out). Look on her, 
J entreat you, with the Eyes of a Father.—1 wiſh 


you all the Happineſs you deſerve, and ſhall with 


fervency beg of Heaven to bleſs you with that divine 


Iumination, which is the only thing in which your - 


PONTHIEU. 


Heroick Virtues are deficient. 


THE Sultan ſaw the Galley return, and re- 
- ceiv'd the Princeſs's Letter while ſhe was pro- 


1 ſecuting her Journey to Rome: he was incon- 
ceivably afflicted at the News, but his Reaſon 


at length getting the better of his Deſpair, he 
endeavoured to comfort himſelf, by tranſplant- 


ing all the Tenderneſs he had paid the Mother 


to the little Daughter. In the mean time, our 
illuſtrious Fugitives arrived at Rome, where 
they were receiv'd by the Pope with extraor- 


dinary Honours; and after having reconciled | 


the Princeſs of Sayda to the Boſom of the 
Church, they departed, loaded with Preſents 
and Favours, to Ponthieu, where the unanimous 


Joy of the People for their return is not to be 


expreſs'd The Count dying ſome time 
after, his Son inherited his Dominions ; bur 
that young Prince not long ſurviving, he left 
the Sovereignty to the Princeſs his Siſter, 


who with her Husband reign'd a long time in 


perfect Glory and happy Unity. The 
Son ſhe had by the Sultan married a rich 


Heireſs of Normandy, from whom are deſcen- 


ded the Lords of Preau; and the Princeſs, 
who was left behind with the Sultan, was 
married to a Saracen Prince, and from a 


Daughter 


(47) 


Daughter of that Princeſs was born the fa 


mous Saladin Sultan of Egypt, fo known and 
dreaded by all Chriſtianity. | 


1 own, (ſaid Urania) finding Felicia had 
done ſpeaking, that this Hiſtory has a great 


deal in it prodigiouſly ſurprizing, and I find 
no other fault with it than that it appears too 

marvellous to be Truth— As for me, ( ſaid 
Florinda) there are ſeveral Incidents in it, 
which at the ſame time both aſtoniſh'd and 
rouch'd me. The manner of amiable Florinda's 
repeating it, (added Thelamont) has given 
Graces to the moſt terrible parts of it. I 
vo, ( ſaid Orophanes) the Adventure which 

the Princeſs met with in the Foreſt was not 
the eaſieſt to deſcribe, and I more than once 
trembled for Florinda in going thro? it. You 
rally, ( ſaid Camilla) bur ſetting jeſting apart, 
I do think ſhe gave us to underſtand with a 
great deal of delicacy, that Misfortune of the 


unhappy Princeſs, and prov'd the moſt tender 
Unions, are not always exempt from Trouble. 


'The Hiſtory, (added Orophanes) is really very 
beautiful, and well told ; and it puts me in 
mind of ſome Particulars in Saladin's Life, 
which I'll impart to you. = 
THE Hour for Dinner put an end to this 


Converſation ; which being over, they repaired 


to the Library; but thoꝰ they had laid themſelves 


under a Law to read ſometimes, they did not 


always ſtrictly obſerve it that charm- 
ing Society having firſt eſtabliſh'd Liberty, 
there were ſome days in which their Wir and 
Memory furniſh'd *em with Subje&s. of En- 
tertainment without the help of Books. The- 

| | lamont 
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lamont was the firſt that began; Since, ( ſaid 


he) I don't find you much difpos'd to obſerve 
that Silence which Reading exacts, and this 


Cabinet is appointed for relating Paſſages in 
Hiſtory, T'll tell you one I found yeſterday in 


Athenaus, which I was very much pleaſed 
with, and I make no doubt but you will 


be ſo too. —Few Princes allow of their 


Miniſters Ability, their Self-love making 


them lay their own Faults on them, and take 


to themſeves thoſe things which have ſuc- 
ceeded. Philip of Macedon was not of this 
number; Athenzus reports, that in the very 
_ Criſis of his greateſt Affairs, that Prince drink- 
ing hard with his Friends, gave an authen- 
tick Proof of the Eſteem and Confidence he 


plac'd in his Miniſter ; Come, (ſaid that Mon- 


arch) let us drink, let us drink, tis ſufficient 
that Antipater doth not drink. This, in my o- 
pinion, (continu d Thelamont) was as great a 
teſtimony of Love, as a Prince cou'd give a 


Subject: it is certain, that Philip muſt have 


been perſuaded, that that Miniſter's Reaſon was 


more neceſſary to the State than his own. I 


was not a little pleas'd with reading it ; there 
is, I think, ſomething in it free and natural, 
and at the ſame time great and noble. 


In the heat of Wine, amidſt the Licentiouſneſs 
of the Feaſts of thoſe Times, to be ſedate 


enough to account for his own Neglect, to thoſe 


who might have blam'd him, and to beſtow 
Praiſes ſo full of Juſtice on his Miniſter, was 
a Proof, that he who ccu'd debauch in that 


manner, was incapable of forgetting himſelf. 
Philip muſt have been as great a Prince, (ſaid 


Florinda) as Antipater was an excellent Stateſ- 
| | mans 
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man ; which proves, that let a Prince be e- 


ver ſo great, he always ſtands in need of good 
Counſellors. Doubtleſs, (reply'd Thelamont) 


if Agrippa had only had a common Genius, 
Auguſtus would never have.been Maſter of the 
World. What Thelamont ſays, (reply'd Oro- 


phanes) is very juſt ; Auguſtus often fell from 


the Character of Great in the moſt important, 


Occaſions : there are ſome Paſlages in his Life, 
where he deſcends even to Meanneſs; for ex- 


ample, when he heard of the defeat of his 
Army in Germany commanded by Varro, he 


tore his Hair, and beat his Head againſt the 


Wall, crying out, Varro, reſtore me my Legions ! 
What Glory was this for Arminius, to have 
forc'd the Commander of the Univerſe to ſuch 
an Extravagance ? and in this particular, ob- 


ſerve the difference — the Genius of 


Auguſtus and that of Philip. This, out of a 


Greatneſs. of Soul, takes a pleaſure in d oing 
honour to the Merit of his Miniſter; the 
other, out of Weakneſs, adds to the Victory 
of his Enemy, by his fruitleſs Lamentations. 


Your notice of theſe Paſſages are extremely 
juſt (ſaid Urania) and I believe I can add ano- 
ther equally blameable. I have read in Sueto- 
nius, that when he heard of the Princeſs Julia's 
Behaviour, he condemn'd her to death; but 
repenting of it the next moment, he took the 
moſt ridiculous method in the World; he ſent 


a Memorial to the Senate, in which, in a pa- 
chetick manner, he expoſes the ſhame and in- 


famy of his Houſe. His Reaſon once more 
returning, and getting the better of his Pais 
fon, he was ſenſible of the Error he had com- 
mitted, and, Seneca ſays, fell into Tears, and 
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cry'd out ſeveral times, I had not Mus proclaim'd 


my own Diſgrace, if Agrippa or Mecznas had 


been living. This contrariery of Sentiments, 
(ſaid Ficrinda) ſhows the want, -indeed, he 


had of a prudent and underſtanding 'Miniſter ; 


yet rhere are Princes who do not care to have 
about em Gentus's ſuperior to their own : of 
which, Emanuel, King of Portugal, is an Exam- 
ple. Thar Prince having a Letter of impor- 


rance to write, commiſſion'd a Man of known 
Wit in his Court to do it: the Gentlemen 


having acquitted. himſelf of his Truſt, waited 
on the King with it ; that Monarch, after ha- 
ving read it, took one cut of his Pocket that 
he had wrote himſelf, and comparing them, 
conſeſs'd that of the Courtier was the beſt, 
and that he would make uſe of it. The Gentle- 
man having made ſome reflections on the Ad- 


venture, Vent to one of his Friends, and told 


him, That he had ſettled his Affairs, and was 


come to take leave of him. His Friend having 
askd the Reaſon of his ſudden departure, 


There is no longer any ſafety for me at Court, 


( (anſuer'd he) the King knows I have more 


Wit than he has. What follow'd, ſhow'd 
that he had taken the wiſeit Reſolution ; for 


Emanuel caus'd him to be ſearch'd for, in 


order to ſacrifice him to his Jealouſy. It muſt 
be allow'd (ſaid Felicia) that it is very diffi- 
cult ro know Mankind, tlie higher they are in 
Rank, the leſs pcſſible it is to ſee into the 
Sincerity of their Hearts. An intimate Friend 
of Cicero's, ask d him one day what he thought 


of Caſar, after he had made himſelf Maſter of 
the Republick ? Stay (reply'd that great Senator) 
till he. is in peaceable poſleflion of it, and you 


ſhall 


2 
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mal then cad of him yourſelf : but remem- 
ber, that the Pupil of Ariſtotle, ſo wiſe and know- 
ing, became paſſionate, debauch'd, proud and 


_ cruel, when he no longer hadany thing to fear. 
S think (ſaid Camilla) *cwill be a ſhame for me 


to be the only one that does not produce ſome 
Paſfage in Hiſtory; and ſince you have all 
poke.” "ris but juſt for me take my turn. 
What Thelamont ſeems to be moſt taken with, 


is the Juſtice Philip paid his Miniſter; but 


what pleaſes me moſt, is what I have read of 
the Manners of the Antients in the ſtrictneſs of 
their Friendſhips : 'tis in that they moſt ſur- 
paſs us, and we give our ſelves leſs trouble 
in imitating them in that, than in any thing. 
If any one ſhould attempt it, he would bs 
made a jeſt of: What difference is there in our 


hHehaviour, in regard to Friendſhip, and the 


religious Obſervation of it in Xenophon's time ? 


they look'd on it then as the moſt eſſential 
Qualification of a Man of Honour, and they 


gain'd as much fame by it, as by the moſt il- 
luſtrious Virtues. They died (ſaid that noble 
Athenian) ſpeaking of the Grecian Captains 
that the Perfians had ſo perfidiouſly maſlacred, 

they died, as they had liv'd, without Re- 
proach either in War or Friendſhip. Who 


would venture to make ſuch an Encomium in 


the funeral Orations of the great Men of this 
Ape? Is there one to be now met with, in 


whom ſuch a Confidence cou'd be put, as that 
which Crates, the famous Philoſopher, plac'd: 


in his two Friends when he was dying ; who, 


in his Will, left to one of them the Care of 


providing for his Morher, and to the other, 
that of educating his Daughter, marrying 
| 2 1 


P 


»» 


10 
LED — 
ee ee eee 
1 COPE 
o «A 8 r Ts 


> ont: Wt <A — ere et ay tae 
— —u—y— er" — — 


—— 4 — —— 


— 


TrTCrrTTbTT0TTTTbb 27 I 


— - —— 
2 *** 5 
r 424 

ö N n e - a Ea 58 | - 

Cl Ok: 5 "Pp 1 . 5 P 1 g . 0 8 IF Fs — — N : . 3 

= : r 3 LS 9 rr F 1 A ' SM 69 eng — —— — 

8 e 2 . Ez hoy, 7 ECD Tong. bs 4 Ne l Coat e e Ot FFF dee P nes. NE RE ea Se IND r 
— — — 5 | | 5 —— — 0 | — TA 
Aa Rf ay 6 5 = | 4 ; 
—— | « * 
L 2 8 * wa - x 2 * . — fond. 2 * = * 1 — 4 _"_ * * 


nr Nn 


* e 
THE wy; "29% Cr hoy 
R by LY Ho 

— 22 


2 a 9 
— 1 . 
e 


* 
| 
a * 

1 
1 
{ q 
) #5} 
? | 
14 
i i 


(52) 


her, and giving ber a Portion; and in caſe one 


of them ſhould die, he ſubſtituted the Sur- 


vivor in his room, to take care of both his 
Mother and Daughter in the ſame manner: 


the two Friends accepted of the Jruſt in full 


Senate, and expreſs'd as much Satisfaction in 


thoſe marks ot Confidence, as they were 
charm'd with being able to comply with 'em. 


This Remark, (ſaid Thelamont) which the 


We agrecable Camilla has made, is the more to be 
admir'd, becauſe I am convine d ſhe ſpeaks 


from her Heart; for it is certgin, We cannot 
be touch'd with the Effects of a Virtue which 
e are not capable of practiſing. You reward 


me very gallantly (reply d ſhe) for the Silence 
I hare o»ſerv'd, and the little I have ſaid; 


bur, I believe | (continu d fhe) that ſerious Mat- 


ters have taken up enough of our time, we 


had beſt now divert ourſelves. witb walking. 
1 theſe words, the Company roſe, and re- 


ROPE AN ES, boni artaok d Fe- 


ficia on the Paſſages chat were quoted, now laid 


hold on Friendſhip. If Friendſhip (aid he) is a 


Virtue, the want of it muſt be a great Vice; 


and the beautiful Qualities of Felicia muſt be 


mpertect, ſince ſhe has not that. Can you 
never complain (anſwer d ſhe ſmiling) without 
offending me? Do you confound Love with 


| Friendſhip ? If I have nothing to ſay to the 


firſt; J value myſelf very much upon. the laſt ; 
and if I were worthy of the trouble of an 
Hiſtorian, ſhould deſerve the Elogium that 


„ Xenophon gives thoſe Grecians. If fo (ſaid he) 


give me the Means of writing your Hiſtory, 


and by ſome ſignal mark of your Friendſhip 
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for me, engage my Pen to chant your Praiſes ; 
ler me talk to you of Love, and do you en- 
tertain me with Friendſhip : by this means 
you'll ſoften the rigour of my Chains, with- 
out wounding your auſtere Virtue, and oblige 


me, in gratitude, to make your Encomium. 
Indeed (ſaid 'Thelamont) *tis my Opinion that 
Orophanes very well deſerves to be treated with 
leſs rigour; and if you have not more huma- 
nity, you'll find that all your Friends will 

take his part againſt you. I'm certain ( ſasd 


Florinda) that Orophanes's Fate concerns us all; 
as for me, I declare myſelf on his fide. I do 
the ſame (cry d Camilla) my gay Humour will 


not permit me to fee any body ſuffer. This 
is too much, (ſaid Felicia) and I don't know 


how I ſhall come off in ſo unequal a Com- 
bat, if Urania does not take my part. Urania 


ſmil'd, and made no other anſwer than by 
ſinging the following words: 


When with Paſſion we aumire, 
ha In vain the favourite Lover ſaes > 
s fear to own the fecret Fire, 
Leſt by yielding we ſhould loſe © © 
Trifling Aſfections are with eaſe revead, 
But that's moſt fervent which is moſt conceal 'd. 


WHAT (ſaid Felicia) do you compoſe 


off-hand againſt me? I did not expect ſuch a 
piece of Treaſon from dear Urania. The 
Company diverted themſelves for ſome time 


with Felicia's Confuſion, and very much ap- 


plauded Urania's Air, making her repeat it 


more than once; and, notwithſtanding the 
Vexation of her amiable Friend, they agreed, 
that ſhe had exquilitely laid open the Heart 
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In theſe Lines ; ſince nothing is more certain, 


than that the apprehenſion of loſing the Eſteem 
of the Man they love, makes Women ſo often 


conceal their true Sentiments. 
THE were ſtill reaſoning on this, when 
they were inform'd of the arrival of Jphis and 


Acantes, two Gentlemen who were nearly related 


to Thelamont. Urania knew them, bur the reſt of 
the Company did not. 7. helamont having pre- 
ſented them to the Ladies, Urania ask'd them, if 
the favour of their Viſit was owing to Chance 
or Deſign? As Sincerity is a mark of Reſpect 
(anſwer 2 Acantes gaily) what we owe you, 
Madam, obliges us to own, that Hunting has 
occaſion'd us the Honour of waiting on you 
at this time that Exerciſe having led us to 
follow our Game on your Eſtate, we thought 
it our Duty, before we left it, to pay you our 
Reſpects. I find then ( ſaid Thelamont) that 
Hunting is ſtill your darling Recreation. I 
am ſtill the ſame, dear Thelamont (ſaid he) in 
every thing, always free, gay, and eaſy, with- 
out Reſtraint or Paſſion, and I confeſs, I fand 
nothing capable of amuſing. me ſo agreeably as 
this Exerciſe. But ( ſaid Urania) I am ſur- 
priz d that Jphis is complaiſant enough to ac- 


company you in it, for I know he is no Sportſ- 
man, his grave and ſerious Humour does not 


admit of any violent Exerciſes. You fay true, 
Madam, (reply'd Tphis) but we muſt ſome- 
times oblige our Friends; I Hunt with him, 
and in return he conſents to Think with me. 
THEY laugh'd heartily at this Anſwer, 
and the conformity that there was between 
the Humours of Camilla and Florinda, and Acan- 
tes and Iphis, occaſion 0 a good deal of ſpright- 
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ly Wit on all ſides. I believe (ſaid Florinda) 


that Acantes would not be ſo complaiſant to 
his Friend, he'd ſcarce miſs a Party at Hunt- 
ing to oblige Iphis, Upon my word (anſwer d 


Acantes, with à very pleaſant eagerneſs) 'tis well 
the Perſon that accuſes me of ſo much Ingra- 


titude is beautiful as you are, or I ſhould ve- 

ry much reſent it. What! does ſaying a 
Man is a very great Hunter, imply he is full 
of Detects ?—Becauſe I love that Sport, am I 
incapable of loving my Friends? l have 


heard, (reply d Florinda) that a Man entirely 


given to Hunting can love nothing elſe ; he is 
always ready to quit his deareſt Friends, and 
the moſt agreeable Companies, to hunt a 


Stag, or chaſe a Hare. When he is in the 
heat of his Sport, he can think of nothing elſe. 


—at his return, fatigu'd and weary'd, he juſt 
gives himſelf. time to gratify his Thirſt and 


Hunger, then in the Arms of Sleep takes that 


repoſe he ſo much wants. The next day 
reſuming the ſame — tis abſolute- 


ly impoſſible to have any Society with him, 
tho* he .were the 'moſt smiable Man in the 


World : How can ſuch a Man be depended on, 


who feems to forget Mankind for Brutes, and 


being always with them, oft contracts their 
habits of Fierceneſs and Incorſtancy ? Upon 


my word, Madam, (ſaid Acantes) you have 
drawn. a five Picture of a Hunter; if he has 


a mind to be univerſally diſeſteem'd, *ris but 
obliging the World to liſten to you: but what 


gives me the greateſt Concern, is, that you 


ſpeak with ſo much Wir and Grace, that you 
muſt infallibly be believ'd ; therefore I will 


Hot aim at anſuering you with Reaſons, bur 
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(56) 
with Demonſtration : I will, in revenge, be. 
come furiouſly in love with you, follow you 


every where, adore you, and ſacrifice my moſt 


recious time to you, and yet ſtill continue a 
—— ; I will go out and hunt, and at my 
return, lay at your feet the Animals 1 have 
ſubdu'd in the Woods; I'll only think of you, 
and the Pleaſure of ſeeing you ſhall make me 
haſten home : and, I will ſo well convince you 


that a Hunter can love with Ardor, that, 


perhaps, in your rurn, you will delight in 


Hunting too. The Diſpute was fo diverting, 


thar they were unwilling to interrupt it ; but 
Orophanes finding that Florinda was at a loſs 
how to anſwer the Gallantry of Acantes, en- 
deavour'd to draw Camilla into the fame Non- 


plus; Twou'd be pleaſant (ſaid he) if Acantes 


ſhould perſuade Florinda to love Hunting, 
and Iphis learn Camilla to be Thoughtful, 


Don't bring me into the Diſpute, (aid ſhe) 
leave every body's Temper to themſelves ; 
. Fillearn nothing that can interrupt my Gaie- 


ty, and all the Solidity of his Mind, ſhall 


not give a check to the Vivacity of mine. 


As Heaven (anfwer'd Iphis) has not. endew'd 
any one Perſon with all the different Accom- 
pliſhments, ſince Camilla has not Gravity 
enough, nor 1 Gaiety, in ſome fort to im- 
prove Nature's handy-work; let us endeavour 
to unite our Minds and Hearts, that out of us 


two, we may make one perfect one. The 
Propoſal is very pretty (ſaid Urania) and tho! 


extremely gallant, not at all contradictory to 
the Philoſophy that his profeſſes. Tho? it 


may not diſturb his Philoſophy, it may my 
Repoſe, (reply'd Camilla ſmiling ;) therefore T 
5 Will 
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will not come into it. Urania ſeeing it was 
near Supper-time, invited the two Friends to 
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ſtay, knowing that their Seat was near enough 


to go home at night: they embrac'd her offer 


with pleaſure 3 and this agreeable Society ha- 
ving walk'd a little longer, enter'd the Houſe, 


and plac'd themſelves at Table. Acantes ſaid a 


thouſand bright things to Florinda, who an- 
ſwer'd him with a Mildneſs, mix'd with a 
Vivacity, which very much diverted. As 


| Tphis had a fine Voice, they begg d him to 


ling; he did not give them the trouble 
to preſs him much, and finding it would 
be ſoon time to take leave, ſung the follow- 
ing words, addreſſing himſelf to Camilla 


Love has for me no Charms, 
Since from Iris 
Fate teat Bf 


IPHIS receiv'd a thouſand Applauſes 
for the ſweetneſs of his Voice, and theWords, 


which were his own. I aſſure you (ſaid 
Camilla) that I would be glad to afford him 
ſome of my Mirth, but not deprive him of 
Thinking, ſince it is to that Quality we owe 
the Beauty of theſe Lines. I am perſuaded 


(ſaid Florinda) that they can never be want- 


ing, where you are the Object. The Re- 


palt over, Iphis and Acantes, after embracing 
Thelamont and Orophanes, and faluting the 
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Ladies, took horſe, and with regret; quitted 
this amiable Aſſembly. The moment of their 
departure, being that in which Urania was 


accuſtom'd to retire, ſhe led Camilla and Ho- 
rinda to their Apartment; and Thelamont and 
Orophanes, having waited on her and Felicia to 


theirs, they all endeavour'd to take that Re- 


poſe which * attends on the Shades of 
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ESR ANITA was no ſooner _ 
than the Meſſenger ſhe had ſent 
to Geronte, return'd with a Letter, 
in which the tound theſe words. 


GERONTE % URANIA. 


HATE ER is the Motive that has 
favour'd me with ſome marks of your re- 
membrance, I cannot help being ſenſible of them, 
tho 1 am very well aſſur d, my Preſence is not 
agreeable to you : I fhould have given myſelf the 
Satisfaction of waiting on you, had I not been pre- 
vented by the hurry of Bufineſs, occaſion d by a con- 
fiderable Law. ſuit, which, a near Relation of 
- Thelamont, has commenc'd againſ} me — His pro- 
ceedings are ſo vigorous, that I am in danger of 
loſing no leſs than my whole Eſtate ;—I would come 
to an Accommodation, but he will hearken. to uo 
Terms: ſo that in a very little time, you will 


be entirely Teig) fn ince "_ Ruin ui inevi- 
| zably 


( 60 ) 
tably take from me the power of perſecuting you 


with a Paſſion, which you never approv 'd of from 
the 


| Unfortunate 
_ GERONTE. 


THIS Letter occaſion'd Reflections in U- 


rania, which took her up ſome hours; but 


at length aſſuming a Reſolution worthy of 
i ſhe ſent to deſire Thelamont to come to 


her in her own Apartment. He was no ſoon- 


er enter'd, than he took notice there appear d 
an uncommon Concern in her Countenance, 
and eagerly ask'd, What was the Cauſe ? Ura- 


nia, Whole Mind was ſtill taken up with the 


Diſcourſe ſhe had to make to him, anſwer'd 


no otherwiſe, than by preſenting to him the 


Letter ſhe had juſt receiv'd from Geronte. He 
read it attentively ; and eaſily gueſſing, by the 


knowledge of Urania's Generoſity, the cauſe 
of her Chagrin, and ſenſible ſhe was not igno- 


rant how much it was in his power to be ſer- 


viceable to this unfortunate Gentleman, Is 


it poſſible, Madam, ( ſaid he) that knowing 
the Authority you have over me, you ſhould 
be embarraſs'd to declare your Sentiments _ 
I read in your Eyes, that you demanded a ſig- 
nal Proof of my Love; I am ready to facri- 
 fice my Life for you: Can you queſtion my be- 
ing fo, to obey any Commands you can lay 

upon me: expected no lefs from your 


Ge -nerolity (ſaid ſhe) and I have prais'd a thou- 

land times that happy Sympathy, which makes 

uo ary ays think and act in the lame manner. 
T hen | 


(«) 


Then explaining. herſelf more clearly, ſhe 


begg d him to uſe his Intereſt to ſerve Geronte 


in this Affair, and to endeavour to bring his 


Kinſman, over whom ſhe knew he had an 
influence, to terms of Accommodation. Lay 
aſide (added He) the intereſt of your Heart, 

and conſult nothing but the nobleneſs and hu- 
manity of your Soul ; and by this Effort, force 
Geronte to acknowledge, that no body but The- 
lamont can deſerve Urania. Such engaging 
Perſuaſions had the Effect they merited: The 
enamour'd Thelamont promis d to act with Vi- 
gour, and that if Geronte ſhould fail of con- 


| teſſing, as he ought, the Favour ; yet by doing 


it, he ſhould think himſelf bleſt in convincing 
her of the diſintereſtedneſs and purity of his 


Affection. They then agreed that he ſhould 


depart immediately about it, and whatever 


Grief it was to deprive themſelves of the 
Pleaſure of being together, the greatneſs of 
their Souls, permitted them not, on this oc- 


caſion, to expreſs any regret. 5 
THE Family was ſoon appriz'd that 
Thelamont was about to depart ; and Camilla 


and Florinda haſted, with Orophanes, to Ura- 


nia's Chamber, to learn the occaſion of it. 
Felicia, who had a mind to teize Orophanes, 
told them, that Urania found the Gentlemen 
prolong'd their Viſit to a greater ſpace of 
time than ſhe deſir'd, and had therefore de- 


fir'd them to withdraw for a little while. How! 


(reply*d Oropanes) is not Nania ſatisfy'd with 


baniſhing my Friend, but muſt I be ſent au ay 
too? Upon my w ord I ſhall not ſhow that im- 


plicit Obedience as Thelamont does, I ſhall not 


leave this Place willing! v. Camilla and Florin- 


da, 
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da, who lov'd Urania tenderly, ſnow'd ſo much 


uneaſineſs at this ſudden Change, which, 


they imagin'd, had proceeded from ſome miſ- 


underſtanding between the Lovers, that ſhe 


Vas oblig'd to acquaint them with the Truth' 


WHILE ſhe was doing this, Felicia took 
Orophanes aſide, and begg'd him to accompany 
Thelamont. Charming Felicia (ſaid he) J can 
be of no ſervice to him in the Affair he is un- 


dertaking, and my Preſence is extremely ſo to 
that which is of the utmoſt moment to my- 


ſelf. Bur (reply'd ſbe) Jam ſerious in what Inow 
ſay to you, I cannot ſuffer you to continue 
here without Thelamont ; you are not fo indiffe- 
rent to me, but that my Fame is frighted at it. 


This Acknowledgment (reſum d he) is too fa- 
vourable not to ſoften the rigour of your Com- 
mand. I'll obey you, ſince you'll have it 


ſo but lovely Felicia (added he, with a Sigh) 
I can't tell how the preſence or abſence of 


' Thelamont can be of any conſequence to your 


Fame, ſince here ſtill remain Witneſſes enough 


of your Prudence, and my Reſpect, to pre- 


ſerve it from any ſuſpicion. No matter (an- 
ſwer'd Felicia) Urania and Thelamont behave 
themſelves with ſo much Wiſdom and Virtue, 


that by them I am reſolv'd to direct my Actions. 


—'Tho? none of us but know they love each 
other tenderly, yet both preſerve that Deco- 


rum and Reſerve, that we admire their Paſ- 


ſion, without being able to blame it Let 


us then imitate them, Orophayes, and by our 
Conduct, render ourſelves worthy the Eſteem 
of two ſuch extraordinary Friends, Felicia 


ſpoke this in ſo abſolute a manner, that Oro- 
phanes durſt offer no more in oppoſition ; ſo, 
1 | CE joining 


joining with the reſt of the Company, he ſaid 
he would accompany Thelamont, and not re- 


turn till he did. But (ſaid Camilla) what will 


then become of the Adventures of Saladin, 


which you promis'd to tell us? for I am not 
at all inclinable to excuſe you from keeping 


your word. I can eaſily acquit myſelf of that 
(anſwer'd he) pulling out a Paper, and preſent- 
ing to Felicia; I had writ them, that I might 
the more correctly inform you of them; but 
ſince I am depriv'd of, ſo great a Pleaſure, 
this Lady will oblige you with reading them. 


B this time, every thing being ready for 
the two Friends departure, they took their leave 
of the Charmers they left behind 'em, with 


Looks, which ſufficiently denored the Pleaſure 
they enjoy d in their Company—— The Ladies 


expreſs'd a concern not much inferior; but 
having agreed to meet again at Beliſa's, they 


ſeparated with the- flattering hopes of ſeeing 
each other ſoon again, Their departure occa- 
ſion'd a melancholy in the Hearts of Urania 
and Felicia, which ſoon communicated itſelf to 
Camilla and Florinda ; and there was ſuch a 


Silence, as might have been taken for Grief : 


but Urania recollecting herſelf, and, with an 
amiable Smile, looking on her three Friends, 
I ſee (ſaid ſhe) the thoughtfulneſs I have been 
in for a moment has already been infectious; 
—your Friendſhip for me, has made you con- 


form to my Humour ;—but I beg you to ex- 


cuſe me, you know the Reaſon, and may the 
better pardon it. I aſſure you (aid Florinda) 
we do not at all blame you——we always 


find a pleaſure in following the morions of 


your Heart, ſince in what ſituation ſoeyer it 
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be, it has always a thouſand Charms. Urania | 


thank'd her for fo kindly. excuſing what ſhe 
could look on no otherwiſe than as a Weak- 


neſs : Bur, I believe, (addedſhe) till dinner-rime, 


we may divert ourſelves in hearing the Story 
of Saladin, if Felicia will give us the pleaſure 


of reading it tous. I am ready (reply d ſhe) 


on condition that to prevent our being inter- 


rupted, we retire into the Wood. Her Friends 


approv'd of her Propoſal, and being got 


hither, and all ſeated in the pleaſanteſt part 


of it: Felicia took out the Paper which Oro- 
phanes had left with her, and in lo moſt grace-. | 


ful manner read theſe words. 


„„ * fad . 
0 4 10 
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7 he Montes of Silo Sura 7 | 


Agypt. ae 


DO N- T. undertake to een you "eh 
Life of Saladin; you know by the Hiſtory 
which Plozinda has related to vou, that he is 
deſcended from a Frenth Ptincefs. It feem'd as 
if Nature, not withſtanding the Superſtitions 


4 


of his Religion, Which he imbibed with his 
Milk, had endow d him with all' the Virtues. 


requiſi te ro, make him worthy of his illuſtri- 
ous Birth; he was generous, magnificent, 


affable, friendly, a lover of Virtue and great 


Actions, and more capable of performing em, 
than a great many of thoſe he endeavour'd to 


imitate: he was a good Soldier, great Cap- 


tain, as able in Peace as in War; and a moſt 
tefin d Politician. This is a ſmall Sketch 


of the Character of that Saladin, of al 
| ite 
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Life T ſhall gi ire you but one Incident, as: 4 | 


ſufficient, Teſtimony of the greatneſs of hi 
Soul and Generoſit ). 
H E had concluded; a Truce with "7 


Chriſtians, and was willing: to make uſe of 


WM travelling incognito through Europe; ; 
500 Perſon, to ſee, and know the Strength 


of the iwie Princes in League againſt 


him. The Dangers of ſuch an Enterprize 
could not derer him from endeavouring to 
make himfelf maſter of the Advantages of it: 


he embark d in the Habit of an Armenian Mer- 
chant, attended by fifteen of the principal 


Lords of Court, all diſguis'd in the ſame 
manner, and p rovided with a great number of 


Diamonds; which they Expos'd to Sale, the 


better to appear for what they ſeem d. They 
firſt landed at Venice, and from thence paſſing 
to Bolonia thro' a Wood, at the cloſe of tie 
Evening, theyimet with the Count of Beuriv6s 
lis returning from Huntin . This Lord ſeeing 
Sttarigers, without a Guide, ready to ſtrike 
inte the" thickeſt | part of a Foreſt where 
Thieves every day attack d and murder d Paſs 


ſengers, acrôſted em, made em ſenſible 6f 


the Danger they were in, Aud defired em; 
for that nis gbr, e t of his Caſtle, ae 


the ole ng would 'caufe em to be 6 
duced. to Bolonia: 

known to em his Name and Quality. Our 
pretended Armenians embrac'd his Tnvitation : 


after many reciprocal Civilities on the Way, 


the Count .took notice, that the reſt of the 
Armenians paid very great Reſpect to Saladin 3 
and as his Perſon had à certain Air of Gran- 


deur and Majelty, which Princes cannot hide, 
K | | 


_ 


and at the ſame time FF 
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che Count conceiv'd a more than ordinary 
regard for him, which increas'd in proportion 
as he convers'd with him; for Saladin and his 


Retinue, talking very good Italian, he eaſily 
diſcover'd his good Senſe and Underſtanding. 


They ſoon arriv'd at the Caſtle, where the 


Counteſs being appriz'd of her Husband's In- 
tentions, receiv'd em with a particular Civi- 

AFTER Supper, they were conducted to 
magnificent Apartments; but having an In- 


clination to find out who they were from the 


firſt moment, believing they were of a Quali- 
ty ſuperior to what they pretended, he invi- 


ted em to hunt with him the next Morning; 
Which being aſſented to, he had ſtill the bet- 


ter opportunity of diſcovering the Merits of 


his illuſtrious Gueſts. From one Amuſement 


to another he diverted 'em for three days, 
and was, in that time, ſo charm'd with the 
Wit and graceful Behaviour of Saladin, that 
the Thoughts of being ſeparated from him 
ſeem' d painful. The .teign'd Armenians took 


alſo a particular Friendſhip for him, and ex- 


preſs'd a great Tenderneſs for the young Mar- 
quiſs of Bentivolio, the Count and Counteſs's 
Son; but Saladin, who had greater Views than 
Pleaſures in his Head, was reſolv'd to purſue 


this Journey, and not being willing to depart 


without giving his noble Hoſts ſome Teſtimo- 


nies of his Eſteem, he deſired the Count to 
permit him to make a Preſent to his Lady, of 
ſomething that might preſerve him' a place in 
her remembrance. This noble-minded Gen- 


tleman was very unwilling to conſent, but be- 
ing preſs d, at laſt-ſuhmitted ; and Saladin 
"Ou 88 


TT} : 
gave her a Diamond of ſo great a Value, that 
ſhe, who only expected a trifling Piece of Gal- 


lantry of no conſequence, refus d it: but he 
aſſuring her, that he ſhould take her denial as 
an Affront, and that what ſeem' d to her as a 


magnificent Preſent, was nothing in compari- 
ſon of What he would willingly have done in 


return for their Civilities; and in fine, inſiſted 
ſo handſomely on her taking it, that the 


Count was oblig'd to make her accept of it. 
She, on her ſide, being willing to expreſs 


the Gratitude and Eſteem ſhe had for Saladin, 


made him a Preſent of a magnificent Veſt, 


embroidered with Gold, and enrich'd with 


Pearls, which ſhe herſelf had work'd and de- 


ſign'd for the Count her Husband. Saladin 


was charm'd with it, and by his manner of 
receiving it, plainly ſhow'd that the Friend» 


ſhip of the Giver was dearer to him than any 


thing. At length, part they muſt, tho? 
with an equal Reluctance on both ſides. _ 

THEIR taking leave of each other was 
moving: Saladin departed with his Retinue, 
to which, the Count added a Gentleman, and 

a Guard, to conduct em to Bolonia with ſafe- 
ty, The feign'd Merchants deſired their 
Guide to ſhow em the beſt Inn in the Town; 


the Gentleman aſſur'd them that he would, 


and led em to a ſtately Palace, where they 


were regale d with the utmoſt Magnificence.— 
Saladin, ſurpriz'd at this Adventure, ask d the 


meaning of it, but could get nothing out of 


the Gentleman, till it was explain'd by the 


arrival of the Count and Counteſs of Benti o- 


lio; who, willing to put him into a little 
pleaſing Aſtoniſhmenr, had caus'd him to be 
K 2 car- 


tt) 
_ earry'd. to their Palace; the Caſtle, where, be- 
fore} they had been entertain d, being only a 
retiring place, which, at ſome Seaſons of the 
ear, they choſe to reſide in for the Benefit of 
ir root 5s bong oat wn 
- SALADIN vas extremely. delighted 
with this Piece of Gallantry, and expreſs'd 
his Gratitude by. a thouſand Acknowledge 
ments. The Count ſhow'd him all che Beau- 
ties of that great and opulent City. There 
happen'd to be a Tournament, in which Sa- 
ladin, and the Lords of his Court, appear d 
with ſo much Magnificence and Addreſs, that 
they carry'd the greateſt Honour of it, and 
no body queſtion d, but that thoſe illuſtrious 
Strangers were much above the Rank they 
would have paſs' d for. After he had ſtay'd 
eight days in Bolonia, he ſet forward on his 
Journey, vowing an eternal Friendſhip for the 
Count and Counteſs ; who, - on-their ſide, 
were ſenſibly touch'd at the Separation: and 
the more ſo, becauſe they cou'd not by all 
their Induſtry diſcover who he was, and had 
little hope of ever ſeeing him again. 
SAL ADIN repair'd to Rome, and from 
thence, thro* the Courts of all the. Chriſtian 
Princes, making himſelf a Judge of what he 
might expect from ſuch powerful Enemies; 
this done, he return'd to his own Dominions, 
to prepare for War, where, with firmneſs, he 
expected the Chriſtian Army, which met with 
the unfortunate Succeſs thar Hiſtory informs 
us of; our Forces being defeated and de- 
troy'd by that powerful and intrepid Foe. 
The Count of Bentivolio, who was one of 
thoſe that had taken up the Croſs, was mate | 


if ever, is diſappointed in his hope of Redreſs. 


Priſoner, and on dividing. the Slaves, he fell 
into the hands of a „ of Saladin s 
Court; where having conceal'd his Name an d 


Quality, he was employ'd about the meaneſt 


Gees. As Hunting was the Count's favou- 


rite Diverſion, he took notice that his Maſter, 
who was alſo extremely fond of it, had great 
numbers of fine Dogs; but not being broke as 


our European Packs, they loſt a great deal of 


their Merit. He undertook jt, without men- 
tioning 1t to anꝝ body, to break ſix of them; 


and ſucceeded ſo well, that his Maſter, to 


whom he preſented them, was charm'd with 
the change he found in them: the Count told 
him, that if he would give him his Liberty, he 
would engage to make all his Hounds as much 
under command as theſe fix. The Saracen Lord 


promis'd he would, and ſer him to wark ; the 


Count by this means leſſened the ſeverity of 
his Captivity, this Buſineſs appearing to him, 


more noble than what he had formerly been 
employ d in. le acquitted himſelf in 
a very little time of his Promiſe, having broke 


the whole beautiful Pack. The Saracen was 


ſo well pleas'd, that he gave him great Re- 


wards, but aſſur d him it was not in his 
power to reſtore him to his Liberty. Tis 
eaſy to believe that this News was a prodigi- 
ous Shock to the Hopes that he had been flat- 


ter'd with, and that he ſtood in need of all 


his Reaſon and Philoſophy, to enable him to 
ſubmit to. his Deſtiny ; but there is nothing 
ſo much entitles one to the aſſiſtance of Hea- 
ven, as patient ſuffering what the divine De- 
cree is pleas d to inflict: ſuch a Perſon rarely, 
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The Count reap'd the Benefit of his Reſigna- 
tion, and all the Afflictions he at preſent la- 
bour'd under, ſerv'd but to endear approach- 
ing Happinels. ff!!! NY Oe 

SALADIN having heard great talk of 
his Miniſter's fine Back of Hounds, and under 
what a prodigious Diſcipline they were, or- 
der'd him to bring his Hunting-Equipage, 
that he might partake the Diverſion with 
him: the Lord obey'd, and gave orders to 
the Count that every thing might be ready. 
He had reaſon to be fatisfy'd, for the Dogs 
perform'd wonders; and the Sultan being 
tranſported, would know by what means he 
had render'd ſo numerous a Pack of Hounds 
ſo obedient. The Saracen Grandee  own'd to 
him, that he had a Chriſtian Slave, who, in 
hopes of his Liberty, had broke *em for him ; 
and that the firſt time he had hunted with 'em, 
he had look'd on it as a Prodigy. Saladin 
begg'd the Slave of him, that he might do 
the ſame Service for him, and commanded he 
ſhould be brought to him. He came, but 
how great was his Aſtoniſhment, when, in 
the Perſon of the Slave, he found the Count of 
Bentivolio ! his Generofity and Friendſhip 
made him ſee him in Fetters with the utmoſt 
Concern. -His firſt thought was to catch 
him in his Arms, but reflecting on the Con- 
ſequences of ſuch an Action, he reſtrain'd 
_ himſelf, tho* not without pain. The whole 
Court took notice that there was a vaſt altera- 
tion in his Countenance, but none gueſs'd ar 
the meaning of it ; Chance having order'd it 

ſo, that not one of the Lords, who attended 
him in his Travels, was preſent. Saladin * : 
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the Count in Italian, his Country, Quality, 
Age, and the Condition of his Family, and 
his own Eſtate : he ſatisfy'd him in every par- 
ricular, his Name and Quality excepted. 
The Sultan ſmiled at his Anſwers, and then 


| ask d him if he would undertake to take care 
of his Pack of Hounds. 


The Count 
trembled with. horror at the Propoſal, fore- 


. | that hen he ſhould be once the 


1 8. Se, there could be, no further 
of re aining his Liberty either by 
Rene ot xchange. Saladin who heed- 


| obſerv* mis ry Motion, perceiv d 
| fly ey 


Was in ; and being willing to 
put an end to it, 1 promiſe you (ſaid he) if 


you fuccced: 25 Well as you have done, I will 
give you your Liberty, and I ſwear to it by 


Mahomer. "The Count re- aſſur d by that Oath 
which is inviolable among the Saracens, told 


: the Sultan he was ready to obey him. 


SALADIN order'd him to be lodg'd 
in his own Palace; but the Amazement the 
Count was in at ſeeing himſelf conducted into 
a magnificent Apartment, is not. to be ex- 
preſs d: he was fo far from being treated as a 


Slave, when he came there, that he found ſe- 


veral at his Command, who attended on him 
after the European manner. His Surprize was 
ſtill increas'd, when going about to teach the 
Dogs, he found he had only the trouble of diſ- 
ciphning them, as he might have done his 
own, for his Diverſion twenty Slaves be- 
ing always ready to wait on him, and obey 


him. He was eight. days in this ſituation, - 
each of which was diſtinguiſh'd by fome Pre- 
ſent from che Sultan. So many Favours, and, 
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as he thought, unmerited, made him trem- 


ble, leſt they ſhould be the Bribe to fome- 
thing, the Performance of which would have 


been worſe than Slavery. ; In the mean time, 


the eight days being expir' 5 Saladi in gave the 
fifteen Lords who had travel!” [ with bim, no- 
tice to attend him, and orde "4 the Count to 
appear before kim. , He, was introduc'd in 
the Royal Cloſet, where, he fohnd the Sulic 


rn who looking fixedly « on him, and Per- 


Irre 


ting on the ſequel. of this Adventure, Lif ud 
your aid ( 25 he to 1 97 lee, if 2 do 
Exypt! 


balk + Ante © which; are - pot face to m 
and tho? there are but few. of your har” 


Preſence, yet I have ſeen pl who had the 
honour to reſemble you; but whether it be 


an effect of my Memory, or Imagination only, 
you ſee at your feet a Chriſtian, a Slave per- 
fectly enlible of your Goodneſs; the Reaſon 
of it is unknown to me, but my whole Am- 
bition is to deſerve and acknowledge i it. That 
you may eaſily, do (reſum” d the Sultan) but 


fFrſt, added he, Do you not know this Piece 


of work ? ſhowing him the Veſt which he had 
receiv'd from the Counteſs. The Count felt 
ſomething at his heart at theſe words, and the 
fight of the Garment, which cannot be well 
accounted. for 35 Confuſion of Ideas 
ruſh'd at once upon him, and as he could not 
immediately diſtinguiſh ce was real, or 
which illuſive, ſo cou'd he not aſſume preſence 


1 enough of Mind, to beg to be inform'd. At 


laſt, e ( ſaid he) — can I but know ſo 
precious 


F &. av * 
1 : A * 
\ * | » * 4 


precious a Work! I own, Sir, that Veſt came 
from one who is united to me by Ties never 


to be diſſolv d; *rwas deſign'd for me, bur, 


with my Conſent, ſhe preſented it to an ih- 


juſtrious Stranger for whom we both had a 
parties e © 45-42 | 

SALADIN, at this Declaration, could no 
longer contain himſelf, but ſnatching the 
Count into his Arms, Tis I, my dear Count, 
(cry'd he) tis I who am that Stranger know 
your Friend in the Sultan of Agypt, who has 
never met with ſo great an Affliction, as the 


Y 


being ignorant of your Slavery; you ſhould 


never have undergone it, my Gratitude and 


Friendſhip ſhould have been the only Chains | 


to have retain d you. During this obliging 
Diſcourſe, the Count expreſs'd his Joy by a 


thouſand Tranſports of Tenderneſs and Re- 


ſpect— this one moment made him forget 
his Misfortunes, and he return'd the Sultan's 
Careſſes as paſſionately as he beſtow'd 'em on 
him. After having allow'd a ſufficient time to 


the teſtifying the mutual Friendſhip each had 
for the other, Receive, this day, (ſaid Saladin) 
the Reward of that Generoſity I found from 


you without knowing me, I reſtore you to 
your Liberty; but I won't ſuffer you to 
leave me, till I have loaded you with Honours 


and Riches in the preſence of my whole Court. 


Then having call'd in the Lords, who with 
impatience expected the end of this Confe- 


rence ; Behold, ſaid he to them, the generous 


Count of Bentivolio, who entertain'd us at his 
Palaces ſo magnificently ! ſhow by. your Friend- 
ſhip to him, they of Egypt are not leſs Hoſ- 
pitable and Grateful than thoſe of Bolonia. 

. Theſe 
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Theſe words were attended by a general Ac- 


clamation, each ſtriving who ſhould embrace 

him firſt ; never was there a greater or ſin- 

cerer Joy. | e 3 
AFTER Saladin had publiſh'd to all his 


Court the Obligations he had to the Count, 


he order d him fumptuous Equipages, and a 
ſtately Palace, and treated him in the moſt 


ſplendid manner. I know (ſaid the Sultan to 


him one day) the Love you bear your illuſtri- 
ous Counteſs, and your Tenderneſs for your 
amiable Son ; but give three months ta my 


Friendſhip, that time expired, you ſhall. de- 


part, and I'll ask for your Ranſom (added he, 
ſmiling) but one Favour, which will be eaſy 
for you to grant. 


THE Count's extreme deſire to ſee his 


Family, would have made him glad to have 
had it in his power to have refus'd him ; but 
ſuch marks of Friendſhip, from ſo great a 
Prince, would not ſuffer him to diſobey ; and 
he yielded to his Entreaties. During this time, 


the Sultan order'd a Veſlel to be equipp'd, la- 
den with immenſe Riches, and all Proviſions ne- 


ceſlary for rendring the Voyage commodious. 


The hour for parting being come, Saladin ſaid 


to the Count, all that Friendſhip could dictate 
to a generous Soul; Well, my dear Count 
(added he) do you think yourſelf capable of 
a great Proof of your Regard? I ask it of 


vou with all the Ardor that a true and perfect 


Friend can be ſenſible of ; which is, that as 
ſoon as you have ſettled your Affairs in Tah, 
you will return, and bring to me the Counteſs 
and your Son, that I may ſhow them, as well 
as you, ſome marks of my Eſteem ; this 1s 
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your Ranſow, dear Bentivolio, do not refuſe it 
to a Prince who loves you above all Mankind. 


The Count was charm'd with this new piece 
of Generoſity, and gave him his Honour to 
do what he deſired of him; then Saladin told 
him, there was a Veſlel ready, that there were 
ſome Preſents for the Counteſs and her Son; 
the reſt (added he) is for yourſelf—you may 
fail to-morrow, and may your Return be as 
expeditious as I wiſh it. 
T HE Count thus parted, and having a 

fair Wind, was ſoon at his deſired Port, — 


But it is Fancy only, which muſt make known 


the Joy with whic the Counteſs welcom'd 


her long-abſent Lord. The firſt tumultuous. 


Tranſports of their meeting over, he inform'd 


her of his Adventure, and the Promiſe he had 


made Saladin ; which ſhe no ſooner heard, 
than ſhe was impatient - he ſhould make it 


good, that ſhe might thank that Prince for all 
his Favours, and in particular, for reſtoring to 
her what was ſo dear, that Lite without him 

ſeem'd only a lingering Death. 


THEIR Affairs being adjuſted, they 


- embark'd with young Bentivolio, and arrived 


at the Sultan's Court, who receiv'd them with 
an inexpreſſible Joy. He entertain'd the 
Counteſs in as elegant a manner as he would 
have. done the greateſt Empreſs, only with 
more Tenderneſs; and the young Marquiſs 
received a thouſand marks of his Kindneſs. 
He made ſome modeſt Efforts to engage the 
Count and his Family to ſtay with him, and 
change their Religion, promiſing him the 
greateſt Places in his Kingdom ; but he made 


this demand only as a Friend who wild it 


Le ſo, 
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. 
ſo, without any Terms that might make the 
other ſuſpect there was Danger in refuſing; 


which oblig'd the Count to anſwer with the 
ſame Confidence. He thank'd him for Offers, 


which he told him he knew were deſign'd on- 
ly for his Advantage; and having let him ſee 
the Impoſſibility of what he deſired, the Sul - 
tan preſs d him no farther, and only employ d 


himfelf in taking care to load him and his Fa- 


mily with rich Preſents. He retain'd em as 
long as he could poſſibly; but having, at 
length, given 'em leave to return to Itah, they 
came home with ſuch exceſſive Riches, that 
they have ſince made their Deſcendants So- 
vereigns of Bolonia. . 


J aſſure you, ( ſaid Camilla, when ſhe ſaw 


Felicia had done reading) that I am very ſor- 


ry Saladin is not now living; I ſhould flatter 


myſelf, that ſo great a Man might ſhake off 
his Superſtitions, I ſhould have no hopes, 
(reply'd Florinda) that the difference of times 


could effect what Love could not; for I have 


read, that a great and beautiful Queen of our 


Religion held in Chains the Heart of that 
Sultan, and that he lov'd her without ceaſing 
to follow the Law of Mahomet. However, 


that be, (aid Urania) Qrophanes has perfectly 


well acquitted himſelf of his Promiſe. 
TH E Hour for Dinner being come, they 
got up; and tho* the Repaſt was not attend- 
ed with the uſual Gaiety, it wanted not De- 
licacy. When it was over, not being willing to 
ſwerve from their accuſtom'd Diverſions, they 


went into the Library : the Humour they 
were in, made them prefer Reading to Con- 


verſing, 


DOS r a oo www, an. 


verſing, each having pitch'd on a Book, there 
was for ſome time a profound Silence : but 


Camilla, wholook'd on Melancholy as a Mon- 


ſter, . endeavouring to drive away thoſe 


Symptoms of it, which ſhe began to feel in 


her Mind; Come, ( ſaid ſhe, throwing her 
Book down on the- Table) let us put a ſtop 
to our ſerious Amuſements; I am ready to 
faint, I am dull, and do not know why. 
Speak, dear Urania, (continued ſhe, running 


to her, and embracing her) Reading makes me 
fall into moral Reflections; and if you don't 


help me, I'm undone. Urania could not for- 
bear ſmiling at Camilla's Diſcourſe ; and re- 
turning her Carreſſes, laid aſide her Book. 
Felicia and Florinda did the ſame, to pleaſe her: 


Since you are ſo complaiſant, (ſaid Camilla) 
I (hall be glad to convince you, that the Di- 
verſions of the Mind are not diſtaſteful to me, 
ſince I have with Pleaſure and Attention read 


a Paſſage in Philo the Jew among his Embaſ- 
ſys, which makes me extremely condemn thoſe 
that cheriſh Adulation and Flattery : he men- 
tions a Man, none of the wiſeſt, who ſaid, 


that ſince they who take care of the Flocks 


are not Brutes, as thoſe are, but of a more 
excellent Nature ; of conſequence they who 
command over Men, and are ſo ſtrialy obey d 
by them, could not be only Men, but Gods. 
Is not this way of arguing, (added Camilla) 


a molt inſolent piece of Flattery 2 How many 


Princes do we meet with in Hiſtory, adorn'd 
with great Virtues, but who were eclipſed by 


their attention to Flattery : and may we not 
cConclude, that to the exceſs of this Flattery is 
 pwing the Apotheoſis of ſo many Pagan 

| - Fringese 


_ 7 : FN 
NEE Gale DALY FILES 4 — 
— — 2 4 — 1 


4 N re 


—— 
o 9 


re n De uy 
© LE IEA he LARS . ORE or I SPICY — x 
dt An tor on... —— ggprakgn— 
Jas — BY - m P 
K — 22 * * : 


* 


7 — — — 
c taoe-e. ä PA WALL... 
„r r Jo 
: © 8 0 1 2 . OG f 
— e —_ IF » 064,54; - > n 
1 2 Ab. * > ads wn * 


— — 

. r 

ebe olgrs 9 
— > — way, 
—— — — 2 

Mead wy 222 — 2 

ae K . 

2 IE Eel) ASE GL UN”. TWILL AGE raps . 


(78) 


Princes? Your Refletion ( ſaid Urania) is 


juſt, but Policy has oftener had a hand in 


the Method among the Antients of deifyin 
their Sovereigns, than the Flattery you tal 


of. This ſort of Adoration maintain'd the 


People within the bounds of their Duty, and 
render'd the Monarch formidable even after 


his Death. In this, ( ſaid Felicia) T admire 


the Sanity and Force of our Religion; 
which not allowing of thoſe Apotheoſes, has 
otherwiſe as well eſtabliſh'd the Authority 
of our Princes, that they may much more 
eaſily abuſe it if they pleaſe, than thoſe deified 
Kings or Emperors could. We have ſome, 


tho? but few Examples of Princes, ( ſaid Flo- - 


rinda) that hated Flattery, and even ſome of 
the moſt vicious too in other things. | 


© TIBERIUS, the moſt cruel of all the 


Roman Emperors, valued himſelf on being E- 
loquent : the Senate, to pleaſe him, adjudg'd 
him the Prize ; bur that Prince thinking the 
Flattery too groſs, refus'd it, and by ſo doing, 
acquired more Honour than the Senate offer'd 


him. Alexander did much the fame thing 


(added Camilla) for a certain Perſon having 
writ his Hiſtory fill'd with Actions that were 
incredible, and a continu'd Scene of Flattery, 
making Virtues of his greateſt Vices ; and 


reading it to him as he paſs'd the River 


Araxis, that Prince threw the Book into the 
Water with the greateſt Indignation, and or- 
der'd the Author never more to appear before 


him. But Cleontes, the Hiſtorian, having wrote 


the Life of the ſame Prince with exa& Truth, 


he receiv'd it with pleaſure, thank'd him, ho- 


nour'd him with his Friendſhip, heaping Be- 
= ” „ ets 
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neſits on him in return, (be ſaid) for having 


deſcribed Alexander ſuch as he really was. 


If every body (ſaid Urania) would do them- 


ſelves the ſame Juſtice, they would ſoon arrive 
at Perfection, the knowledge of ourſelves be- 


ing the greateſt Proof of Wiſdom ; and this 


puts me in mind of one, who deſerves. to be 
chronicled among thoſe of the moſt famous 


Heroes. One of our Kings, deſigning to ho- 
nour the Sieur de Couſſy with the Sword of 


Conſtable of France, he refus'd it ; repreſent- 


ing to the King, that for a Dignity of ſuch 


vaſt Importance, it was not only requiſite to 


be a Man of Vigour, but that Vigilance ought 
to be added to his other Abilities, and that 
his great Age having left him only his Zeal. 


and Courage, he thought himſelf unworthy 
of it. The King, who knew him to be a 
faithful Subject, deſired him to name ſome one 
whom he thought more worthy of the Poſt. 
Couſſy, without heſitating, named his greateſt 


Enemy. The King, ſurpriz'd to hear him re- 
commend a Man with whom he knew he was 


at enmity ; told him, he thought he would have 


named one that was his Relation, and who, I 


know ( (aid he) deſerves it. He does ſo (reply'd 
Couſſy) but he's next to him I firſt mention'd. 


The whole Court admir'd this piece of Juſtice 


and Generoſity, and it afterward occaſion'd the 


| Reconciliation of theſe two illuſtrious Ene- 
mies. Hiſtory, in making the Elogium of this 


Hero, places this Action of his above all his 
Exploits in WE. . : . = 
.S ſhe ended theſe words, ſhe was told, 


2 Gentleman deſired to ſpeak with her from 
Celimena, a Lady of the ſame Village in 8 
ns p | ; i f - 2 
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his admittance, I come, Madam (ſaid he) by 


Celimena's commands, to intreat, that you and 


your Friends will honour her with your Com- 
pany at a Country Feaſt that is to be to-night 
at her Houſe: I was to have ask'd the ſame 


| Favour of Thelamont and Orophanes, but I un- 
derſtand that they are gone. As Cælimena was 
a Woman of Merit, and Quality, Urania 
thank'd the Gentleman for the Trouble he had 
given himſelf, and deſir d him to affure that 


Lady, that ſhe and her Company would im- 
mediately wait on her: If I had known (aid 
ſhe) that ſhe had been now in the Country, 
I ſhould have paid my Devoirs to her before. 


The Gentleman told her, ſhe had been come 


but two days, and if ſhe had not been taken 


up about the Feaſt, ſhe now invited her to, 


ſhe would have been the firſt to have come 
and aſſur'd her of her Friendſhip. . | 

AFTER theſe Compliments on both 
{ides, he retired. I am charm'd (ſaid Urania) 


at this opportunity of diverting Camilla; 


Chance, agreeable to my Deſires, will paſs 


the time in a more pleaſant manner than I 


could have hoped :—I proteſt (reply'd ſhe) my 


Melancholy was diſſipated, as ſoon as you had 
I don't think 


given me leaye to ſpeak. 
( ſaid Florinda) that the Converſation we have 
had, can be reckon'd among the number of 


thoſe that fatigue. —” Tis true, ( ſaid Felicia) 
we have ſaid good things enough to prove We 


know how to ſpend our time. No matter 
( ſaid Urania Jmiling) Variety is ſometimes 


pleaſant. 


AT 


Urania * Houſe was; - and when ſhe had order'd 


by 


AT theſe words, they all remov'd to their 
Toylets.—— The magnificence and politeneſs 


of Dreſs, join'd to their natural Beauty, it 


might be ſaid, that never was a more pleaſing. 


ſight than theſe four Ladies, who taking 
Coach, repair'd to the Caſtle ; where Celimena 
receiv'd them with a ſincere Joy. > 


THEY found there a great deal of Com- 


pany, and a great number of Shepherds and 


| Shepherdeſles ſcatter'd in the Gardens and 


Apartments; that beautiful Place, might, on 


that day, have been compar'd to the Valley- 
of Tempe, ſo famous for the number of illuſtri- 


ous Perſons who retired thither to enjoy the 
Pleaſures of a ſolitary Life; the greateſt part 
of the Perſons of Condition, of that Com- 


pany, having taken up the Scrip and Hook, 
to do honour to this rural Feaſt ——'FThe 
| novelty of this amiable Spectacle, extremely 
delighted Urania and her Friends; in ſhort, 


it ſeem'd as if Wit and Simplicity join'd' to 
make this Condition appear preferable to the 


moſt exalted Rank. This Reflection was for 
| ſome time the ſubject of their Converſation ; 


but Celimena, who had a particular Eſteem for 
Urania, being willing ſhe ſhould be inform'd 
of the Occaſion of this Feaſt, deſired her to 


_ paſs from a ſtately Hall, in which they then 


were, to her Apartment, Camilla, Florinda, 


Felicia, and part of the other Ladies follow'd 


them. I intend ( ſaid Celimena) to ſhow you 


theObje&s of this day's Diverſion——they de- 


ſerve your attention ; and, by them, you'll 
find that there are ſtill Examples of Fidelity, 
tho' not common in this Age. As ſhe ended 


_ theſe Words, they _ themſelyes in a mag- 


nificent 
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nificent Apartment, fill'd with Shepherds and 
Shepherdeſſes, who ſeem'd to be preparing to 


act ſome theatrical Piece. Among ſo many 
young Beauties, that ſhone with ſplendor in 
that Place, one only attracted Urania's Obſer- 
vation; ſhe could not look on her without 
Admiration, and having extremely prais'd her 
to Celimenn, Approach, Hortenfia, (ſaid the Lady) 
come and ſalute that Urania you have ſo much 
defired to know. At theſe words, the lovely 
Shepherdeſs advanc'd, and embracing Urania 
with a moſt becoming and graceful Eaſineſs, 
You'll be ſurpriz'd, Madam ( ſaid ſhe) that 
ſuch a one as I am, ſhould take this liberty ; 
but you ſee I am commanded to do ſo, and 
have learn'd nothing better in a Country Life, 
than to be perfectly Obedient. You are fo 
beautiful (anſuer d Urania, returning her Careſſes) 
and expreſs yourſelf with fo truly noble an 
Air, that whoever you are, I ſhall think my- 
ſelf happy in your Acquaintance. 'Then the 
reſt of the Ladies having ſaluted her, Urania 
ſaid to Celimena, that tho that Shepherdeſs 
very much deſerv'd to be prefer'd to the reſt, 
yet ſhe ſuppos d there was ſome other particu- 


lar Reaſon for her being the principal Subject 


of the Feaſt. Tis a very extraordinary Ad- 
venture (anſwer'd ſhe) and I cou'd wiſh that 
Melintas who is here, (pointing to a Shepherd 
perfectly well made) would relate it to you 
himſelf. 'The whole Company was charm'd 
with his good Mien, and the Addreſs with 


which he enter'd the Room; and agreed, that 


Hortenſia and he, ſeem'd a Couple ſuited, as 
it were, by Heaven for each other: Neither 
has any thing been able to ſeparate them ( ſaid 
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Celimena) but you ſhall have the Satisfaction 
of hearing their Story. Melintas anſwer'd 
the Praiſes that were given him with ſo much 


Wit and Politeneſs, that the Surprize Urania 
had before been in, was very much heightned, 
and ſhe cou'd not comprehend how two Per- 
ſons, who were preſented to her only as Shep- 
herds, ſhould have an Air and Manner of Be- 
haviour, rare even to be found in Courts ; but 
thinking there was ſome myſtery in it, the 


Eſteem ſhe had conceiv'd for 'em, as well as 


Curioſity, made her, in very obliging 'Terms, 


preſs Melintas to ſatisfy her. The Company 


being ſeated, he began thus, by Celimena's Or- 


| der, addreſſing himſelf to Urania. 
The Hiſtory of Melintas and Hortenſia. 


OU'LL be ſurpriz'd, Madam, that 
plain Shepherds ſnould have any thing 
in their Lives which merit your Attention, 
and to hear me relate ſerious Adventures in a 
Language, the Simplicity of which, can have 
but few Graces for you; but TI hope you will 
excuſe my Faults, on the account of my Obe- 
dience. e 


AMON G the many Shepherds in this 
Country, my Father has been always look d 


upon the richeſt; he is call'd Ergaſtus, and, 
it the Innocence of the Woods would allow 
me to be vain enough to go back to the 
Source of my Family, I ſhould, among the 


number of my Relations, find Names conſide- 


rable enough to ſatisfy choſe who reſpe& Birth 
„ more 
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more than Virtue; but having inherited none 


of their Fortune, I ſhall only give myſelf for 
what I am. Ergaſtus never had any other 
Child than myſelf, I was two years old (for it 


is now twenty years ago) when a neighbour- 


ing Shepherd, a Friend of my Father's, ſaw 
arrive at his Houſe a magnificent Equipage 
and Chariot, in which was a Man, who, by 


his Air and Dreſs, ſeem'd to be of a diſtin- 


guiſh'd Rank. Palemon, for that was the 
Shepherd's Name, ask'd him, with great re- 
ſpect, what had brought him thither. The Un- 
known took him aſide, and told him, that 
knowing he was poor but honeſt, he had made 
choice of him to repoſe a Truſt in, that ſhould 


make his Fortune; then having caus'd one of 
his Attendants to approach, who held in his 


Arms an Infant not three Months old, — This is 
the Charge (continued he) for which I confide 


in your Fidelity to educate with Care, either 
as your own, or a Relation of yours.— 
You fhall call her Hortenſia, here is where- 


with to defray the Expences you ſhall be at. 
(With theſe words, he gave him a large Purſe 
of Gold, and a Casket of Jewels.) If your 


Money fails ( ſaid he) before you ſee me, have 


recourſe to theſe : but I will ſoon be with you 
again, and ſhall continue frequently to viſit 


you, and when I rake her from-you, will re- 


ward you amply : all Ideſire is, that you will 
conceal by what means you came'by her. Ha- 
ving ſaid this, without waiting for Palemonis 


Anſwer, he got into his Chariot, his People 


on Horſeback, and were immediately out of 


- %. _©T * - * TY 
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all the Shepherds. 
| hapned till ſhe was five years old, I was then 
- ſeven, and our Neighbourhood, as well as 
Tonrh, made us contract a Friendſhip. She 


pos'd Uncle was too honeſt to miſapply wi 
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I E amaz'd Shepherd, charg'd with the 
Child, a conſiderable Sum of Money, and the 
Means to raiſe much more, calls his Wife and 

tells her his Adventure; the dextrous Shep- 


herdeſs preſently thought of a Method to con- 
ceal her, ſaying, ſhe ſhould paſs for her Neice, 


the Daughter of a Siſter of hers, who liv'd a 
great way off, and that the Wife of one of 


their Herdſmen ſhould ſuckle her. All theſe 
Expedients found out, they lock d up the 
Gold and Jewels, very much careſs'd the In- 
fant, and gave her the intended Nurſe.— Pale- 


mon and his Wife conceal'd her ſome days, be- 


cauſe ſhe might not be thought to belong to 
the Equipage that had been ſeen at their 
Houſe, telling thoſe who were curious enough 


to enquire, that they knew not the Lord; 


but that wanting ſome Refreſhment, Chance 


| led him to their Houſe, which they had, as 
well as they could, afforded him. At the end 


of eight days, Palemon gave out, that he ex- 


= pected next day to receive a Daughter of his 
Wife's Siſter, that he had deſired to have the 


bringing up of: the appointed, day being come, 
he ſaid ſhe was arriv'd, and ſhow'd her to 
Nothing of moment 


WAS certainly the moſt beautiful Child that ever 
was ſeen, all the Shepherds admired her, Pa- 


lemon and his Wife perfectly idoliz'd her, and 
I felt a Tenderneſs for her that far ſurpaſs d 


my Age: in the mean time, no News coming 
from the Perſon who had left her, her ſup- 
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he had receiv'd with her, and reſolv'd to em- 


ploy it in giving her an Education agreeable to 


what ſhe was; and tho ſhe was brought up as 


a Shepherdeſs, he ſaid his fondneſs would not 


permit him to let her be ignorant of whar 


Perſons of ſuperior Quality ought to know.— 
She had Maſters to inſtruct her in Singing, 
Dancing, and playing on various Inſtruments. 
Such an Education beſtow'd on a Shepherdeſs, 


and by a Man who was known not to be very 
rich, gave my Father a Jealouſy ; he thought 
it would be a ſhame, if he, who was ſo much 


at eaſe, and had no Child but me, ſhould 
bring me up as an ordinary Shepherd, when 
his Neighbour went even beyond his Abilities 
to accompliſh his Neice.—Theſe Reflections 
prevail 'd on my Father to give me the ſame 
Improvements as a Man, as Hortenſia had as a 
Woman; I learn'd to ride, fence, ſhoot the 
Bow, and had all neceflary Inſtructions in my 
Exerciſes as well as Studies ſo I may ſay, 
I owe all that I am to my dear Hortenſia, ſince 


had ir not been for her, Ergaſins would never 


have brought me up with ſo much Care and 
Expence. — Thus employ'd, did we arrive 
at that Age, when the Mind begins to expand 
itſelf, but ſtill keeps within the bounds of In- 


nocence. She excelling every body in Per- 
fection, and I flatter'd with having ſome Ad- 
vantage over the reſt of the Shepherds, —we 
were unwilling ever to part; and when we 

met, twas with a Joy which ſhow'd itſelf in 


all our Actions. My Father, who lov'd me, 
could ſee no Imperfection in Hortenſia, and ob- 


ſervd with pleaſure my Attachment to her; 
but Palemon behav'd with more Reſerve, and 


as 


Mis 28 


CLIO ASD ou 95 ra 


1 . 


as ſhe grew more amiable, the leſs he ſuffer'd 
her to be ſeen. | : | 


I remember this Management very much 


griev'd me, without knowing why I was ſo ; 
and being one day at one of our Country Feaſts, 
where ſhe carry d away the Prize in Dancing, 
as I had done at Shooting, having receiv'd our 


Garlands at the ſame time, we reciprocally 
plac'd 'em on each other's heads in exchange. 
This Action occaſion d an Acclamation of Joy 


thro' the whole Aſſembly, and they would 
have it, that we ſhould keep together all the 


reſt of the day; which gave me an oppor- 
tunity of ſpeaking to her, when no body elſe 
cou'd hear what 1 ſaid. What is*the Reaſon, 


beautiful Hortenſia (cry'd Y) that I can find no 


Charms in any body here but you? and that 


I think body elſe worthy of the Garland I 


have juſt now given you ? I don't know that 
| (anſwer'd ſhe) but none of our Shepherds 


leaſe me, and I thought, when I crown'd you, 
did a piece of Juſtice. —1 ſee very well (re- 
ſum'd IJ the Occaſion of my paying you this 
Deference, none here is ſo lovely as yourſelf. 
It ſo ( ſaid ſhe) then mine is alſo becauſe there 
is nothing amiable in any body here but yourſelt. 
PARDON me, Madam, that I relate 


ſuch trifling Converſations, but they are ne- 


ceſſary to let you know Love took poſſeſſion of 


our Hearts, even before our Minds were en- 
lighten'd with Reaſon. From that day, 1 


let no Opportunity ſlip of ſhowing Hortenſia 
how dear ſhe was to me, and tho' ſhe was 


extremely modeſt, ſhe return'd my Cares with 
equal 'Tenderneſs. Our mutual Paſſion aug- 
_ mented to that degree, that when ſhe was ar- 

1 =: _ 
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rivid at the Age of fifteen, and I ſeventeen, 


it was no longer poſſible for us not to know 
that a moſt violent Paſſion had poſleſs'd our 
Souls; we had ſo often ſaid that we lov'd one 


another more than all the World beſides, and 
that Language was become ſo neceſſary to our 


Repoſe, that when Age inform'd me of the 
Reſpe& I ow'd the Object of my Flame, and 
had taught her the Reſervedneſs that became 


her Sex, we knew not how to ſubmit to thofe 


rigorous Laws, but in maturity repeated what 
we had ſaid when Children; and, tho' we 
acted with more Circumſpection, it was not 
with leſs Ardor. | 
" ERGASTUS finding himſelf rich enough 
to give me the Satisfaction of marrying Horten- 
fia, demanded her for me of Palemon. That 
Shepherd receiv'd his r with Reſpect, 
but ſaid, he cou'd not di 

becauſe his Wife was reſolv'd not to ſettle her 
in our Country. This anſwer vex'd Ergaſtus 
to the heart, and being piqued at Palemon, 
order'd me to think no more of Hortenſia. I 


thought I ſhould have died with Grief at this 


Command ; but my Father being paſſionate 
and poſitive, I was forc'd to ſubmir, tho?, in 
doing ſo, I felt Pangs, which a Perſon inſpir'd 
with a leſs violent Paſſion, cannot gueſs at.— 
IT contriv'd to inform Hortenſia of our common 
Misfortune ; ſhe was equally ſenſible of it, 


and having vow'd eternal Love in ſpite of all 
the Obſtacles we might meet with, we en- 


deavour'd to comfort ourſelves by reciprocal 
Aſſurances of never marrying but with each 
other. The Coolneſs that was between 
my Father and Palemon, not permitting _— 

ee 


poſe of his Niece, 


ſee each other often, we appointed priyate In- 
tervie ws in the moſt unfrequented parts of our 


Hamlet, and we employ'd the hours of Ab- 


ſence, in pertecting thoſe things we were 


learning. The great deſire J had of becoming 
worthy of Hortenſia, made me advance with in- 


credible Expedition; and ſhe has had the good- 


neſs to own, that the ambition of growing 


more amiable in my Eyes, occaſion'd her ma- 


king the Application ſhe did in her Improve- 
ments. We lived five years in this manner, 


| ſhe the moſt beautiful Shepherdeſs in the 


World, I the moſt faithful Shepherd. 
Twas thought, that as we had improv'd in 


Reaſon, we had chang'd our Opinions, and no 
longer thought of each other; we ſtill con- 


ceal'd our innocent Intelligence, till about 
eight Months ago my Father dy'd, and left 


me the richeſt Shepherd in the Neighbourhood. 
His Death making me maſter of myſelf, 1 


publickly ſought Hortenfia in Marriage, and 


Palemon finding, that in twenty years, he had 


heard nothing of the Perſon who had plac'd 
her with him, and knowing her Affection for 
me, thought he could not diſpoſe of her bet- 
ter; and ſince ſhe had been thus abandon'd, 


he might without fear diſpoſe of her. About 


ſix Months ago, our Marriage was ſolemniz'd 
with all the Ceremonies that are neceſlary to 
make ſuch an Union indiffoluble ——1I made 


Hortenſia Miſtreſs of my Fortune, as ſhe was. 
before of my Heart; our Happineſs was com- 
_ pleat, and it had all the appearance of continu- 


ing ſo, when about fifteen days ago, the ſame 


Lord that had entruſted Palemon with the 
Care of Hortenſia, came to his Houſe ; I wenty 
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pretended to diſpoſe of Hortenſia 
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years abſence did not hinder him from know- 


ing him, and he was ſeiz'd with an extreme 
Dread; My Lord ( ſaid he, throwing himſelf at 
his feet) your long abſence made me look on 
Hortenſia as a Bleſſing Heaven had beſtow'd on 
me; I have diſpos d of her, ſhe is married, ſhe 
is rich and contented, can you make her more 


happy? The Man of Quality ſeem'd ſur- 


priz'd at this News, but the Simplicity of the 


Shepherd, and his humble Poſture, having 


touch'd him; I am ſorry (aid he) that you have 
"tis what 
you ought not to have done till you had heard 
trom me ; but, perhaps, I may remedy it, 
and Power being on our ſide, it may not be 
impoſſible to take Hortenſia out of the Arms of 
a Man, whom ſhe can no longer think deſerves 
her, when ſhe ſhall know who ſhe is. 

. PALE MON taking courage, told him 
of our Paſſion, ſpoke advantageouſly of my 
Perſon and Fortune, afſur'd him, he had in- 
violably obſerv'd Hortenſia's Secret, aud con- 
cluded with owning, that he foreſaw there 
would be great difficulty in ſeparating us. 


The Lord order'd him to ſend for Hortenfia ; 


ſhe went, and appear'd to him as ſhe is, the 
moſt beautiful Perſon in the World. 'The 


Unknown told her, before Palemon, in what 


manner ſhe had been placed in his hands, and 


_ acquainted her, that ſhe was of an illuſtrious 


Birth, that ſhe muſt renounce a Country Life, to 
aſſume a more exalted Rank, and quit a Huſ- 


band who could not pretend to her ; that he 


would find out a Method to diſſolve ſuch an 
111l-ſorted Match, and that the Intereſt of her 
Family, her Parents not daring to own their 

„ Mar- 
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Marriage till that day, had not allow'd of her 
being inform'd of her Fate ſooner: after which, 


he exaggerated to her the Advantages of af] olen- | 


did Fortune, and an exalted Condition; being 
charm'd that the Education Palemon had given 


her, ſupported with the Graces of her Perſon, had 


render*d her ſo very worthy of the Fortune that 
waited for her. You may eaſily judge at Hors 
zenſia's Surprize, at being inform'd of ſo ſurpri- 
zing a thing; ſhe receiv'd the Careſſes and 


Praiſes of that Lord with reſpec, but immedi- 
ately taking her Reſolution, I can't but be ſenſi- 


ble, my Lord, (ſaid ſhe, with a charming Grace- 


 fulneſs) of the Goodneſs you ſay you have ſhewn 


me, and that which you now expreſs for me, 
and ſhall ever acknowledge it; but I moſt inge- 
nuouſly confeſs, that if to enjoy the Advantages 


I you promiſe me, I muſt be ſeparated from a Hus- 


band I paſſionately love, and who is a thouſand 


times dearer to me than Life, I renounce them 


with all my heart, and prefer to the moſt ex- 
alted Rank the Title of Palemon's Niece; ſince 
that gives me the liberty of ſpending my days 
with the only Man that pleaſes me. 

IJ HIS Diſcourſe, ſpoke with an humble 
and modeſt Boldneſs, aſtoniſh'd the Lord as 


much as the news of her Marriage had done: he 


hoped, nevertheleſs, to ſucceed, by demonſtra- 
ting to her what ſhe would loſe by continuing 
as ſhe then was. He omitted nothing that 
might engage her to abandon me; but all the 
promiſes he could make, had not the power to 


ſtagger her Reſolution. This reſiſtance making 


him apprehend more Danger than he had at 
firſt imagin'd, he order'd Palemon's Wife to ſe- 
cure * a, and bid that. Shepherd himſelf lead 


N 2 him 


0 _ 
him to my Houſe. Palemon obey'd, and I 
was extremely aſtoniſh'd to ſee myſelf ask'd for, 
by a Man entirely unknown to me : I thought 
he ſeem'd ſurpriz'd in accoſting me, bur reco- 
vering himſelf, Melintas, ( ſaid he) knowing 
you to be a Man of Senſe, I make no doubt 
"i you will, with pleaſure, come into a Pro- 
poſal I have to make to you, and ſee into 
the ill Conſequence that will attend the retu- 
ſal of it; and, as you would never have pre- 


tended to aſpire to a Woman of exalted Con- 


dition, you will with leſs difficulty part with 
Hortenfia, who is not Palemon's Niece, but a 


Perſon of Diſtinction, and who conſequently 
can't remain yours. This Diſcourſe had ſo 


very much ſhock'd me, that Palemon, by his 


Order, told me the whole Adventure, and I 


heard it without ſpeaking a ſyllable ; ar laſt, 
recovering myſelf, I am very much concern'd, 
Sir, (ſaid I) at my having made Hortenſia de- 
ſcend from an exalted Rank to mine; but Love 
makes every one equal, and mine will not per- 
mit me to give up a Bleſſing in which the Hap» 
pineſs of my days conſiſts ; and whatever Dan- 
gers may follow the denial, I will ſooner part 
with my Life than Hortenſia. I pronounc'd 
theſe words with a Reſolution that amaz'd 
him ; bur the greatneſs of his Mind making 
him think 1t would be unjuſt to uſe Violence, 
he anſwer'd me with mildneſs, That to atone 
for that Loſs, he would load me with Wealth, 
and make me of a Fortune to be envied. Could 
you make me a King, Sir, (ſaid I) I would 


refuſe the Crown to poſleſs Hortenſia. Great- 
neſs, Riches, Torments, nor Death itſelf, 


hall make me ever alter my Reſolution. | 8 
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ASI ſpoke theſe Words, I ſaw Hortenſia 


come in, follow'd by Palemon's Wife, and the 


moſt conſiderable among our Shepherds: My 


dear Hortenfia, ( ſaid I, taking her by the hand) 
they want to part us, will you agree to it? 


and does Melintas the Shepherd appear leſs 


. amiable to you now, than when Love and 


Hymen made you prefer him to all Mankind? 


No, no, Melintas, { ſaid ſhe ) you are ſtill the 


ſame to me, I come to aſſure you of it; I 


have ſnatch'd myſelf out of Telama's cuſtody 
( ſaid (he, ſhowing Palemon's Wife) and have 
| call 'd theſe Shepherds to our aſſiſtance; and I 


will firſt arm the whole Country, and ſuffer 
death, before I'll be ſeparated from you. You 
ſee, Sir, (aid J a Country Life does not cor- 
rupt generous Minds, Truth governs our 
Actions, let Juſtice dire& yours, ſhe is as 
much for Shepherds as other Men ; Force 
ought not to overcome Right, neither can I 
think it poſſible for Men to ſever the Knot 
that Heaven has in a lawful manner ty d. 

COULD it be done (reply'd he) t would 


bea cruelty to ſeparate two ſuch faithful Lovers, 


I no longer defire ſuch a Diſunion ; only come 


along with me to Celimena's, where you ſhall 


both ſtay, till I can prevail on Hortenfia's Pa- 
rents to conſent to your Happineſs: and I 
promiſe you, before all theſe Witneſſes, to 
employ my utmoſt endeavours towards it, be- 
ing thoroughly affected with the Sentiments I 
find in you both ; Perſons of the greateſt Con- 
dition might glory in having the ſame. I 
no longer wonder that Palemon gave Hortenſia 
ro Melintas, his Merit was ſufficient recom- 
mendation ; fince, tho' I've been brought up 

” my 
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my whole life-time at Court, I don't remem- 


ber ever to have ſeen his ſuperior in good 


Mien, Senſe, and Greatneſs of Soul. Theſe 


Words, ſpoke with infinite Goodneſs, remov'd 


Hortenfia's and my Fears. I would have thrown 
myſelf at the feet of our generous Protector, 
but he would not ſuffer it, and embracing us 
both tenderly, made us get into his Coach, and 
order'd Palemon, and the other Shepherds, to 


come to Celimena S 5 Where we were receiv'd 


with ſo much honour, that I cannot find Ex- 
preſſions ſtrong enough to ſhow my Gratitude. 

SHE was inform'd of our Adventure by 
the Gentleman that brought us to her, and 


was fo mov'd with our Love and Conſtancy, 
that ſhe reſoly'd to join with him, in preventing 


the Laws both of God and Man to be infring'd, 
by parting us. We ſtay d at her Houſe, wait- 


ing for hers, or the generous Nobleman” s re- 


turn. They both ſet out at that inſtant, and 


we were not long in ſuſpence; for Celimena re- 
turn d three days ago with Letters from Hor- 
tenſia's Parents, in which they ſaid, That not 


being willing to oppoſe Heaven's Decrees, 
they conſented to our Marriage, and ratify d 
it, on condition we ſhould near them ſhare the 
Splendor of their Fortune ; and, for their Glo- 
ry, quit a Life, in effect, more quiet, but not 


ſo honourable as that which they would pre- 


pare for us. This news fill'd us with Joy, and 
the Fortune we had ſcorn'd when to be ſepara- 
ted for it, appear'd to us with all its Charms 
the inſtant we were to enjoy it together. The 


Shepherds and the Shepherdeſſes of this Coun- 


try pleas'd at our Happinſs, and knowing we 


were going to leave em, would give us a mark 


0 95) 


of their Friendſhip, and celebrate the Victory 


our Conſtancy had gain'd, and have therefore 


beg d Celimena's permiſſion to give us a Feaſt at 


her Houſe, in return for our having eſteem'd 


the Innocence of their Lite enough, to prefer 


it to the grandeur of a ſplendid Fortune ; *tis 
upon that account they are aſſembled: moſt of 
Celimena's Friends, and the Perſons of the beſt 
Condition hereabouts, have given us the Ho- 


nour of their Company, and dreſt themſelves 
like us, to make the Feaſt the more compleat. 


This, Madam, continu'd Melintas, is what I 


have been commanded to inform you of, and 
ſhall think myſelf happy, if my Narration has 


not tir'd you, and if Hortenſia and I may ob- 


tain a place in your Eſteem. 


I aſſure you (ſaid Urania) that your Story 
has very ſenſibly affected me, and you have 


ſhow'd ſo much Underſtanding in your grace- 


ful manner of telling it, that I ſhall think my- 


ſelf happy in being admitted into the number 


of your Friends; and beg, that you and Hor- 


tenſia will accept of my Houſe, whenever you 


have a mind, for a few days, to taſte the 


pleaſure of a Country Life. Hortenſia and 


Melintas receiv'd Urania marks of Eſteem 
with great tenderneſs, and the whole Compa- 
ny gave them the Praiſes they deſerv'd. C:li- 
mena receiv'd notice that every thing was rea- 
dy, and that they only waited for her, to be- 


gin: upon which, ſhe led Urania and the reſt 
of the Company to a ſtately Gallery, at the 


one end of which was rais'd a Stage, on each 
ſide were Benches riſing by degrees one above 
another for the better convenience of ſeeing. 
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At the Front of the Stage there was a conve- 
nient Space rail'd in, where Eaſy-Chairs were 
placed for the moſt conſiderable of the Com- 
pany. Behind the Rails, which were Breaſt- 


high, there was left a large Space which was 


fill d with Spectators. The Place was illumi- 
nated with large Looking-glaſs Sconces fix'd 


round the Room, and in the middle, a vaſt 
number of Cryſtal Branches loaded with wax 


Flambeaus. Y 
THE Aſſembly was numerous, and afford- 


ed a delightful Proſpect, by the mixture of 


Shepherds and Shepherdeſſes, of which it was 
compos'd. Hortenſia and Melintas, were 
plac'd between Celimena and Urania, fronting 


the middle of the Stage - and every body Tag 


ing plac'd according to their Rank, the En- 
tertainment began with a beautiful rural Sym- 
phony finely perform'd, which was follow d by 


the nobleſt and tendereſt Scenes in Paſtor Fido, | 


repreſented with ſucceſs by the Shepherds and 
Shepherdeſſes. When this Diverſion was over, 


it being Supper-time, the Company paſt into 


the Gardens, which were now become ten 


thouſand times more ſurprizingly beautiful, 


by an infinite number of Lights with which 
the Trees were fill'd ; whoſe Blaze reflecting 
among the verdant Leaves, dazled the rap- 
tur'd Gazer's Eye, with the charming Novelty 
of an artificial Day, The feather'd Choriſters 
of the Woods, again deceiv'd with this more 
than Zeuxean Art, welcom'd the quick-return'd 


imaginary Morn, with the ſoft Warblings of 


their enchanting Notes. Every thing conſpir'd 
to heighten the agreeable Magnificence of Ce- 
limena's Gallantry ; at the end of the princi- 
. pal 
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- pal Walk, were pitch'd three large Pavillions, 


opening to as many different Viſto's. In the 
middle one was the Table deſign'd for Celi- 
mena's particular Friends, among whom was 
Hortenfia and Melintas ; in the two others, 


' were the moſt conſiderable Shepherdeſſes and 


Shepherds of the Country : the reſt of the 
Gardens were filld with Refreſhments for 
thoſe, whoſe Curiofity alone had brought 'em 
thither, The Repaſt was ſumptuous, every 


Action and Word of Melintas or Hortenſia, be- 
ſpoke them worthy of the regard was paid them, 


AfterSupper they return'd tothe Gallery, where 


the Ball began. Here the Bride and Bride- 


groom again diſtinguiſh'd themſelves by their 


Addreſs in Dancing ; Love, and all the Graces 


ſhone in their every Step. The Ball having 
continued long enough to divert the Aſſembly, 
there was let off a Firework, the Beauty of 
which perfectly correſponded with the reſt of 
the Feaſt. Whilſt this was doing, the Shep- 
herds and Shepherdeſſes in cadence paſs'd by 
Melintas and Hortenfia, ſaluting them and 
wiſhing them eternal Happineſs. 'This little 
Ceremony over, Celimena and all the Company 
led the Bride and Bridegroom to the Apart- 
ment that was deſign'd for them, leaving the 
Shepherds and Shepherdeſſes to continue the 
Ball. Hortenſia and Melintas having caus'd 


Palemon and his Wife to follow them, preſent- 


ed them with the Casket of Jewels, which they 
had return'd to Hortenſia, and through their 


hands diſtributed to the reſt of the Shepherds 
and Shepherdeſſes Preſents conſiderable e- 


nough to preſerve their Generoſity in their 


1 THIS 


fy — 
* 4 * p a — 
— * = 5 D = . 
rr rr . 2 * 
— — . 2 2 — tbo. 1 — 1 
bo y W 8 * — —— 
, N ra 3 r wn” DO IS IE 1 ; — 
©. g 8 n 2 ie 
Man's 2 8 : A EIT — 2 
5 * a 2 7 3 — — W 
4 8 "WS - — — 
* 


Nr 


7 oy * 2 * = . 
"Ie — 
eee 
- ee 
Len - 00 . 2 


THIS ** Feſtival a jnGir d the 
whole Company with Joy, they reſoly'd not 
to ſeparate till twas very late; they form'd 
therefore a ſort of Circle in Hortenfia's Apart- 
ment, where the Converſation at firſt ran on 
the happy State they were going to quit. This 
Company was compos'd of a great many Per- 
ſons of Wit, one of whom a Man of Quality, 
Friend and Relation to Celimena, ask'd Melin- 
tas, if in the new ſort of Life he was going to 
lead, he ſhould have no Inclination for War. 
If there were nothing requiſite but Courage, 

(reply'd he) I might flatter myſelf with being 
able to ſerve my King; but ſo many Accom- 
pliſhments are requiſite towards compleating 
a Soldier, that my little Experience makes me 
apprehend I ſhould not ſucceed according to 
my Wiſhes in that State. Tis true, ( ſaid U- 
rania) | in all Conditions experience is requir'd; 
tis not only neceſſary in War, but in leſs peril- 
lous Occaſions. Tis bot till after a great many 
| Years paſt in a concourſe of different Affairs in 
many Places, and with different Perſons, and 
at Con junctures quite oppoſite to each other; 
out of all which we have with prudence diſen- 
rangled ourſelves, that we can be properly ſaid 
to have acquir'd Experience : : but as all this 
cannot happen, but in a very large ſpace of 
time, I believe the Life of Man is too ſhort 
to obtain it in perfection. Study ( ſaid Celi- 
mena) ſupplies the place of Experience, ſince 
that lays before us all the famous Actions 
of the paſt Ages. Doubtleſs, (reply d he, 

that had ſpoke firſt) no Man ever "made himſelf 
com pleatly knowing by his own proper Expe- 
rience; and without che aſſiſtance of the Pre- 
| cept 
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cepts and Inſtructions of others, he would go 


about what he undertakes, but in a blind 


manner. This may eaſily be conceiv'd, by 
_ examining the Riſe and Progreſs of all 


Sciences. The firſt that laid the Foundation, 
and endeavour'd to give us a Notion of their 
Ideas, may be ſaid only to have sketched em 
out, their Succeſſors have work'd upon the 


ame rough Draught, and by continual Im- 


provements, have at length form'd thoſe beau- 
tiful Maxims, which at preſent are the greateſt 
Ornament of Mankind. Certainly, ( ſaid Feli- 
cia) the Learning we acquire by Books, 1s 
more uniyerſal and more certain, than when 
we go by Experience only. | 

GOOD Hiſtorians relate to us whar has 
paſt that is moſt. remarkable, the Cauſes and 


Effects of them, and adorn their Writings with 


Concluſions and Judgments ; the Conſe- 


' quences of which are abſolutely uſeful thro”. 


the whole courſe of a Man's Life. I am con- 
vinced of that, (reply'd Melintas) and that 
the Man who is guided by his own Expe- 


rience alone, will be obliged always to have 


the Ballance and Rule in his Hands to examine 
the Reaſon neceſſary for a great Affair, which 


will in its Circumſtances very. much differ 


from what he has before ſo well weigh'd and 
meaſured ; which will make him be very often 


out in his Calculations. 


THE wiſeſt do not always diſtinguiſh 


| juſtly, *tis on theſe occaſions human Weak- 
neſs moſt appears; for thoſe whoſe Experience 


1s not grounded on Learning, judging by 
the out- ſide of things, without being able 
to penetrate deeper, make falſe Steps by in- 

"I terpreting 
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terpreting things quite wrong; ſo that I 


| believe I may conclude, that nobody can be 


truly ſaid to have great Abilities without 
Learning, which is the only compaſs we 
ought to ſteer by. I am charm'd with hear- 
ing Meintas diſcourſe thus, ( ſaid theGentleman 


. who had began the Converſation) for Art im- 


plies a long Experience, being indeed a Col- 
lection of tried Maxims : fo the Art of reign- 


ing, and making War, is found in Writings . 


where every thing 1s aver'd to us to be true ; 
the moſt part of thoſe great Writers having 
been employ'd in what they relate to us, as 
Herodotus, Xenophon, Thucidides, Joſephus, Julius 
Cæſar, and many others. No Science can beac- 
quir'd but by Study; Hiſtory is call 'd the true 
Guide, and critical Comment on great Affairs, 


human Experience is begot by Memory, and 


Books are the Regiſters of the Times: in them 
we may ſee, that the Experience of Numbers 


are liable toErrors, much more a ſingle Man's, 


How dangerous therefore muſt ir be for a 


Man to ſtake his Fortune, Honour, and Life, 


on his Notion, that the Counſel which has 
once ſucceeded, will always, let the Affairs be 
ever ſo different? What occaſions Perfection, 
ought to be look'd on as moſt perfect: Expe- 
rience is never ſo without Learning, but 
when with it, then forms the great Man, and 
enables him to give Laws to Nations, as have 
done Soon, Lycurgus, Platy, Charondas, and 
Pittacus. Lucullus became a great General by 
reading. But ( ſaid Florinda) Time makes 
daily Alterations in our Cuſtoms, the Intereſts 
of Princes differ, War is waged in a different 
manner than it uſed to be, things are on _ 
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ther footing, Circumſtances are changed, 


and ſo vaſily, that as it was impoſſible for 


| Hiſtorians to foreſee It, ſo they could not 


leave any Inſtruction about it. Ancient Au- 
thors are therefore become uſeleſs, we muſt 


apply ourſelves to modern Experiences. Give 
me leave, Madam, (reply*d the Relation of Ce- 
limena) to ſay you are deceiv'd; the ſame Ac- 
cidents that arrived heretofore, ſtill happen, 


they are of the ſame Nature, tho' under dif- 
ferent Forms. *Tis our Underſtanding that 


muſt unravel them ; in which caſe, he that 


has Learning and Experience join'd together, 


has very much the advantage. Reaſon never 


fails, ſhe always preſerves herſelf entire, Time 
has no power over her, ſhe is Queen of Gods 
and Men. We know that Proſperity is al- 


ways attended by Envy, that too much Confi- 
_ dence is dangerous, that the Glory of a Con- 


queror excites Jealouſy, that the Advice or 
Requeſt of him who may command abſolutely, 
is in effect a poſitive Order, that *ris prejudi- 
cial to a State to diſturb its Neighbours, when 
it might remain in Peace; and an infinite 


Number of ſuch general Rules that have 


been always certain and true, that are now, 
and ever will be ſo. : 10 | 


ALL the Reaſons you alledge againſt Ex- 
perience without Study ( ſaid Camilla, ſmiling) 


very much pleaſe the amiable Hortenſia, in the 
fear ſhe's in of Melintas's embracing the Pro- 


feſſion of War, if his Study was ſupported by 


Experience. She that would have arm'd the 
Country ( ſaid Celimena) to preſerve her 
Husband, does not ſeem, to me, very much to 


tear War. The Occaſions are very different, 


(ea 
Madam, (reply d Hortenſia) I fear'd nothin 
to prevent my parting with Melintas, but 
own my Courage abandons me, when I think 
of his being in Dangers without my participa- 
ting with him. As for me (ſaid. a Lady of the 
Company) I would not on any account be mar- 
ried to a Soldier; beſides the continual Unea- 
fineſs I ſhould 'be under for-his Life, I can't 
help thinking it takes from their Humanity; 
the Slaughter, Blood, and Horror of Combats, 
accuſtoms them inſenſibly to Cruelty, and 1 
ſhould be apprehenſive of my Conqueror's 
treating me as an Enemy. The Company 
could not help. laughing at that Lady's Opi- 
nion; they oppos'd it with good Reaſons, 
and at length perſuaded her, that a Soldier 
might poſſeſs all the Qualities neceſſary to oy 
pleaſe; and that Humanity and Mercy were 5 
always the Attributes of a Hero. There have 15 
been Nations, ( ſaid Celimena's Kinſman) in- 
ſolent in Proſperity, and who have treated them 
they have ſubdued with Cruelty : The Roman 
Politicks were very different from thoſe, they 
treated the Vanquiſh'd with Gentleneſs; they 
render'd them Inhabitants of their City, and 
gave them all the Privileges as Romans, and at 
length, even admitted them into Places of 
Truſt. The Authuni, the Cenini, and the 
others that were firſt ſubdu'd by them, were 
uſed in this manner; and by this ſoft enga- 
ging method, which they all along adhered ; 
to, they at. length arriv'd at ſo powerful a | 
State, that hitherto, none ever was ſo ſolid, | 
nor ever carried its Arms in triumph into ſo 4 
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many different Countries. 


THE 


» 
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a degree, that t they on * made him loſe 


( 
Ty H E 3 (aid R and the 
Athenians did not act ſo; they mortally hatred 


"thofe they had ſubdu'd, not thinking them 
any ways upon a footing with themſelves ; 


which was a very great Prejudice, as well to 
them as their Imitators: for their Power was 
always kept within a narrow Compaſs, and 
they were at length a Prey to the Macedonians 
and the Romans. 'The Clemency theſe laſt 
mention'd People ſhow'd in their regard, had 
the ſame effect on them as on others. Philip of 


Macedon, (added Felicia) gain'd the Hearts of 


all Greece, when on the firſt Victory he gain'd 


cover the Athenians, he ſer at liberty all the 
Priſoners he had' made. Alexander cover'd with 


his 99 9 Royal Robe the Body of Darius his 


greateſt Enemy. Tas of great uſe to Cyrus, 
4 ſaid Celimena) his having treated Creſus 
mercifully aſd honotribly, when he had van- 

quiſh'd film; that Prince was lov'd by all 


rreece, "and. kad he been uſed Tudely, ſeveral 


| Ghats have etideavour'd'to have reveßg d him. 
The Senate of Rome (reſum'd Celimena's Rela- 
tow x) condemn'd the Cruelty of Popilins the 
7 05 in regard to the  Altobrogi, and re- 
dre 


d their Complaints as ſoon as made. The 
Honour of the Victory does not conſiſt in ex- 


_ erciſing Cruelty over the Conquer'd, Glory 
conſiſts chiefly in Clemency and Mildneſs. 


King Antiochus ſec free all "the People he took 


about Lariſſa, which Humanity made thoſe 


People ſubmit themſelves to his Dominion. 
Papirius the Dictator was, without doubt, a 


great Chief in War; but his Severity and Pride 


made him loſe the Lore of his Army to ſuch 


the 


( 104 ) 

the moſt important Occaſions, to mortify his 
Vanity even to the prejudice of the Publick 
Good. I have read ( ſaid Melintas) that un- 
der Appius the Conſul, the Army carried their 
hatred yet further; for to ſatisfy the Averſion 
his too great Severity had rais d in the Hearts 


of his Soldiers, that far from endeavouring to 
conquer, they deſired ardently to be van- 


quiſh'd ; if he commanded them to march 
{wiftly, they went the flower; and with the 
_ utmoſt Encouragement, every thing they did 
was with languor and unwillingneſs. Happy 
is the General (ſaid Celimena) who by his 

Courage, Humanity, and good Conduct, juſtly 
_ deſerves the Title of Father of his Army, as 
we had a General once that did. But (continu d 
_ ſhe) "ris time to give Melintas and Hortenſia 
the Pleaſure of being together, and I believe 


night is ſo far advanc'd as to make us all deſi- 


rous of Reſt. Upon this, Urania, Felicia, Florinda 
and Camilla, return'd a thouſand thanks to Celi- 
mena for the Pleaſure they had enjoy'd with 
her: they embraced Hortenſia, a, careſſed Melin- 
. tas, and took Coach. 


As the Caſtle was not far diſtant from 
. Celimena's, they ſoon arriv'd there, diſcourſing 
on the Adventures of theſe amiable Shepherds. 


I am not ſurpriz d (ſaid Camilla) that Horten- 

a is ſo witty and genteel, ſhe is born beauti- 
ful and of an exalted Rank, this is enough to 
give her good Impreſſions ; but I own, Melintas 
aſtoniſhes me, and I cannot comprehend how 
being born a ſimple Shepherd, he can have ſo 

much Merit. Nevertheleſs, this is not amazing, 
( ſaid Urania) Quality does not give perſonal 


Accompliſhments, and Birth ſeldom does _ 
| than 
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Ton - 
than place our Virtues or Vices in a more 
conſpicuous Light: the Shepherd therefore 
may be as valiant as the Hero, as witty as 
the Courtier, and as wiſe as the Philoſopher. 
Melintas is born a Shepherd, but with the ne- 
ceſſary Diſpoſitions for being an amiable 
Man; his Father was able to cultivate his 
natural Genius, and Heaven, who deſign d 
him for the Fortune he is now going to enjoy, 
has made him worthy of it. Yer perhaps, 
( ſaid Florinda) all his good Qualities would 
have been buried for ever, had he not fallen 
in love with Hortenſia. This ſhows us ( ſaid 
Felicia) that there are a thouſand People of 
Merit, who only want opportunity to diſplay 
* : 

| * 
DISCOURSING thus, they got 
home; and tho* the Diverſions of the Day 
had very much pleas'd them, yet they were 
fatigued; they therefore immediately retired, 
to enjoy a Repoſe, that their ſecret Unea- 
ſineſſes prevented from being perfect. 


Die End of the Fourth De. 
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